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After the completion of his term in Bimingham.
he received an invitation for a second term to
Cordift, Here he is exhibiting the same qualities
of heart and mind as have made his ministerial
career <uch a splendid success. and although the
allotted aoe of threescore vears and ten has heen
reached, he is still in possession of the same
burning enthusiasm, the same passion for souls,
the same desire to know nothing qunong men, save
Christ and Him crucified. At the Conference of
1906, should Tife e spared. he will have reached
his Jubilee of ministerial service. having belind
him fitty years of unbroken circuit work. Of such
acareer,itis legitimate to he hoth gratetful and proud.

Rev. JOHN DYMOND.
( President of Conference, 1871).

EW men present a better combination of
the best traits of a Bible Christian minister
than the Rev. John Dymond. Having
himselt been won to Christ by the evan-

velistic: Tabours of Bible Clvistians in the North
of Devons he carly imbibed their spivit, embraced
their teaching, and hecime o successtul preacher
of those truths which have been verified in his
own personal experience.

Mo Dymond was horng in 1535, in the village
of Beatord, near Torvington. Tt was here, during
carly manhood. through the ministry of the servants
of the denomination. that he wax arrested by the
IToly  Spivit, made sensible of the condemnation
of <in.and, atter a period of spiritual darkness and
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struggle, was made conscious of Divine pardon
through faith in Jesus Christ, and the swrrender
of the heart and life to God. This experience,
which was remarkably distinet and definite, marked
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the erisis in his history.  His spivitual nature was
quickened, the lite of thought and emotion was
tHumined and  elevated, and under the lofty in-
spiration of new thoughts and motives he entered
the sphere of Divine service.
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Sedulously he devoted himself to mental culture
and the acemmulation of knowledee, the educational
facilities during his childhood and vouth having
heen of a meagre character. He made the Bible
his chief study, possessing the conviction that he
was called to the ministry of the Gospel.  His
ministrations artracted attention by thenr intensiey
and power, which culminated in his being en-
caced as o hived lTocal preacher in the Winkleigh
Mission, which is now comprised in the Hather-
leigh Cirenit.  After some months of acceptable
service in this mission, he spent a brief term in
the Connexional College at Shehbear, and entered
the ministry as a probationer in the year 1857.
His first  appointment  was to the Barnstaple
Circuit, and from thence he was transterred to
Devonport, which at that time included the
present Plymouth Circuit.  His next station was
at - Waterloo, London, where he remained three
years.  He then removed to the Torquay Circuit.
where he enjoyed a successtul pastorate ot four
years.  During these years Mr. Dymond was an
carnest student as well as a faithful preacher.
He spared himself no pains, in order that he
nucht he thoroughly equipped for his high vocation.
Thi= application. combined with deep ferveney of
spirit, vapidly developed a style of preaching,
which  was  followed hy increasing success. In
the year 1869 he was stationed at Jersey, where
his ministry of four years was marked by much
prosperity. At this period he was pastor of the
Roval Crescent Chureh, a building with o seating
capacity for 1,200 persons. On Sunday v\'onings
the chureh would bhe crowded.  Great blessing
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accompanied and  followed  his ministry in this
church, and when the Connexional termn expired,
necessitating his removal to another sphere. not
a few felt the wrench was almost as much as
they could hear.

From the Royal Crescent Church, Jerseyv, he
went to undertake the pastorate of the Bristol
Circuit.  Here it became necessary to have re-
course to chapel building to meet the requirements
of the developing cause, and it resulted in the
erection of the Redclift Crescent Chapel, Bed-
minster, in which the Conference ofs 1894 held its
sittings.  The erection of this structure, which
mewrred an outlay of £6,000, occasioned a de-
parture from the four years” limit, and Dy the
special permission of the Conference the Dristol
Circuit was  permitted  to enjoy  Mr. Dymond’s
pastorate  for six years. At the end of that
period he entered upon the superintendence of the
Devonport Cliveuit, which at that time embraced
the Three Towns,  During his administration the
Bible  Christian  cause received great  stimulus,
Meo Dyimond, by his cenal spirite exalted character,
large sympathies, and preaching power won the
exteem of the churches hevond his own communion.
and amongst the Bible Christians there is no
memory more fondly cherished than his. At the
end of his successtul pastorate the circuit was
divided into the Devonport and Plvimouth cireuits,
and the Zion Church had so flowrished  that it
hecame absolutely necessary to extend the horders,
which culminated soon after his departure in the
crection  of the splendid chapel at  Greenbank.
From  Plymouth Mro Dyimond went to Fixeter,



76 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

where he spent <even vears. and during that time
the happiest fellowship existed hetween pastor and
people.  He was allowed to stay so long because
during the last three vears his work was divided
hetween the pastorate and the active oversight of
the Home Mission stations.  Half of his time was
spent in visiting these dependent stations, and by
words of counsel and encouragement he succeeded
in reviving many a flagging interest.

At St James’s Church. Forest Hill-—a position
of creat difficulty and responstbility he spent five
years, the extension of time having been granted
for the purpose of completing a scheme tor the
reduction of financial habihities, Receiving a cordial

imvitation from the Plvmouth Cheenits he returmed
to it in 1895, to remain a period of eight years,
during which terme the commodious premises at
Fimbankment Road. consistinig ot church and =chool-
room, were built.  These premises will stand out
A~ monument of conseerated ability, faith, and
prayer. In 1903 he proceeded to Neath, where
e has entered upon his forty ninth yvear of minis-
terial service,

Mo Dyimond is well known throuchout the Bible
Christian - Denomination, and is everywhere es-
teemed and Joved. e has filled many positions
of honowr and vesponsibility. He was clected as
secretary of the Conference in two successive Vears,
IS IST60 and he was clevated to the position
of President in 15790 He was appointed as one
of the Bible Christian representatives at the first
Methodist (Ecuwmenical Conference in iss1. and
stood upon its platform as one of its chosen
speakers to address the Conference on the subject
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of “Training young men for the ministry.”  He
held the oflice of TTome Missionary: Sceretany from
ISS6 to 18930 In this position his missionary
spirit found a congenial sphere and ample scope.,
He adopted an energetic and progressive policy.
He advocated the openimg of mission ~tations in
the populons Northern towns. where evanaelistic
work was much needed.  Axs the outcome of this
policy missions were established at Blackhurn and
Bolton, and in pursuing the same plan a mission
was opened at Birmingham,  Mr. Dymond’s spirit
s deeply and thorouzhly misstonary. During his
carlicr ministry he had strong inclinations towards
devoting his Tife to forcicn missionary work,  This
desive, which was not to be realised in himself,
has been gratified by the fact that his second son.
Francis John, dedicated himself in 1856 to the
Bible Christian mission in China. He has there
proved himselt a devoted and heroic missionary.
As an evangelical preacher, Mr. Dymond  has
heen pre eminently succeesstful. Ananknown writer
has said of him - He has no love for brilliant
speech simply for the sake of its brilliancy.  He
studies to move men by the force of truth and not
by the tricks of oratory.  He speaks like a man
who stands i the hight, with deep and strong con
victions. with a mind impregnated with Seriptural
teachine, with a heart aglow with loving zeal. and
with the ring of profonnd sincerity vesounding in
every utterance.  But his influence is not to he
meastured  simply by his pulpit power.  His life
is the best commentary on his preaching.  He
appears as one who, to use the expression of the
Apostle, has attained unto the full stature of a
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man in Christ Jesas. This sterling Christian man-
liness vives force ro his ntterances and dignifies
all his actions.”  Tis long life of service to his
chireh has been franght with ineffable: Dlessing,
and few men i any Methodist denomination have
a nobler record. Npiritual to the very core of
his being, he has exercised a ministry which has
produced rich and permanent resultssand through-
out the Connexion no name is held in greater
respect than his.  There are few men of his exact
type now remaining.  His face shines with the
radiance of a Divine licht within, the tones of his
voice are tremulous with religious fervour, and
the finest mstinets of his spiritual nature are ever
in tune with the music of the spheres.  Without
constraint, his brethren acknowledge him one of
the saints of the Connexion.  He treads firmly
the old theological highways, is not influenced by
attractive paths, the ends of which are altogether
unknown, and demonstrates the relative value of
his creed by incarnating it in his life. By some
he would be regarded as lacking in theological
breadth, hut for him the = Old, old story,” apart
from all criticism, is quite sutticient.  The stress
and strain of the years have made their mark upon
him @ his snowy hair is indicative that the summer
of lifte has gone.  But he has had his reward, for
the highest honours of the Connexion have been
his. A more devoted minister the denomination
has never produced, and the style and substance
of hix sermons have contributed to the main-
tenance of that evangelical fervomr and zeal. which
are two of the main characteristics of denomi-
national life and history.



