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Rev. WILLIAM MILLER.
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R. Miller was born in the parish of
Winkleigh, Devon, on January 24th,
1849. When quite a child he attended
the Sunday school at Stable Green, in
the Ringsash Circuit, where his grandfather was
onc of the carliest members of the little =ociety.
and where also, for several vears, his father was
superintendent of the  schooll class Teader, and
conductor of the choir.  Converted at Langham
Cross when seventeen years of age. My Miller
was almost immediately pressed into service, and
commenced  work as a Sunday school teacher
When about eichteen his name was put on the
plan, and having evidenced ability as a preacher
he was prevailed upon to offer himselt tor the
itinerant ministiv. \fter spending a few months
in the Weare Cireuit, he was aceepted as a pro-
bationer by the Conference of 1574 Chatham,
Southampton, Swansea, Cardift. Faversham, Hel-
ston, Porthleven, St Columb, Ashiord. Weare, and
Somerton are some of the cireuits in which he has
exereised his ministry. L\ diligent pastor and a
eapable preacher, he has rendered the denomination
useful service,

Mr. G. P. DYMOND, M.A. (Plymouth).
ITE subject of thix sketeh is known through-

out the denomination as one of ils most

loyal and devoted members. Born of

Bible  Christian parents, and permeated

with the spivit of the denomination, he stands out
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as alay representative of distineuished ability and
force of character, and a gentleman whose service
to the Connexion is not unworthy to be compared
with many ministers of the same age and standing.
The son of the best of parents, trained amid con-
ditions essentiadly vehigious and spivitual. he is o
true son of his father, for whom he has the utmost

respeet and reverence.  Nature has dealt hounti-
fully with him in the bestowment of an unusually
fine physique.  Ax a man, he is one of creation’s
hest specimens, with massive head, equally massive
frame, and a voice whose tone and timbre would
he discernible in almost any average choir. For-
tunately, the massiveness and strength  of his
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phy=ical fiame have their parallel in the soundness
of hix heart and the vicour of his mind. Some
men  perhaps the majority arve lopsided. unevenly
halanced, with a wavwardness in certain directions
which handicaps them in their movenents towards
definite ends. Not =0 the subject of this sketeh.
If the blendine of the emotional with the intel-
lectual and spivitual i= not exactly perfect, it is
a most delicheful approximation. and when this
trinity of forces is summoned hy the will to assist
in the delivery of an important speech. the effect
is unmistakable.  He has a disciplined  intellect.
and it ix o warmed and inspired by oo great heant.
Soinetimes he allows the Tatter very great freedom,
and then up through the eve-sockets flows Tiquid
emotion.  Ile is m the line of apostolic succession,
and true to the best traditions of * the fathers.”
Much might be said of his talents, vift<. and graces.
but suffice it that these are consecrated to the
hichest ideals, and these in association with the
church to which he owes <o much. and which he
loves so well.  Technically “only a layman,” in
the best sense he is one of the most thoughttul.
devoted, and acceeptable ministers in the denomi-
nation, and even beyond it.

Mro Dyiondiis the eldest ehild in a Targe family.
On his mother’s side (says a writer in the Free
Methodist: from which most of the tollowing facts
are taken). he s the grandson of Captain (. D,
Pearse, one of a line of tine sailors belonging to
Barnstaple, inowhich town Mr. Dymosnid was horn
on May 15the 1564 Tle i an unspeakable debtor
to the Taw of heredity, which to him has been of
the most heneticent and eenerous kind, since to
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the quiet strength and Dheauty of his mother’s
chavacter sapplemented with the devont spirit and
Christian life of his saintly father, he owes much
of those qualities of mind and heart which have
given him prominence among men.

His carly years were spent in London, Torquay,
and Jersey. At the last-named place he was the
pupil of Me. 1o Saunders, and here the fivst <teps
were taken up the ladder of educational acquire-
ment and distinction.  On retuwrning to England
he went to Shebbear Collece, where he attained
such proficiency that at the end of four years he
was head pupil.  He was then appointed as as-
sistant master at the college and cradually worked
his way up to the position of second master. e
matriculated at London University in the year
1580, with the Rev. H. W. Horwill, a fellow
student, both Dbeing a month over sixteen, the
minimn ace. For some vears after matrculation
he studied for the Hhicher Civil Serviee, e had
not yet definitely decided as to his life’s vocation,
but it was being determined for him, and the
wisdom of his ultimate decision to remain in the
teaching profession has been contirmed by sub-
sequent years.

e remained at Shebbear for thirteen and a-half
vears, and those years have ever since been held
i erateful memory.  He o cherishes a deep ad-
miration for Mr. T. Ruddle, B.A., headmaster of
the collece.  He owes much also to the late
RevoJohn Ganmmon, covernor of the college, whose
~ainthy Tife and wise counsels had much to do with
moulding and directing the spivitunal Tite of the
young student.  Mr. Dymond left Shebbear in



262 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

1=, and. in all the ardowr and freshness of his
voung manhood, came to Plymouth to take the
position of headmaster at the Hoe Grammar ~chool
Since that time the school has creatly prospered.
The number of it pupils has risen from thirty to
one handred and twenty-tive, and its reputation
for successful work is widening vear by vear.
His own educational position and honours are
of the hichest order, and have heen won, not =o
much by brilliance of cift. as by steady, persistent,
indetaticable industry and perseverance.  He has
seen i vision the shining uplands, and by a swre
and  steadfast climb has scaled their swmmmits.
While still at Shebbear he was eighth of his vear
in Latin Honours at Intermediate Arts. He
oraduated BoAD at London in 1501, and M.\ at
the same university in 1903, He throws himself
into every Kind of educational work with zest and
delight. Tt ix the contre round which his activities
revolve, the coal of ambition and desive. He hax
been secretary, treasurer, and  president of the
Plymonth and bisteict Branch ot the Teachers’
Guild, and hon. <ccretary of the Oxford  Tocal
Examinations at the Plvmouth Centre since 192,
He i aomember of the London University Com-
mittee at Plymouth, and ix president of the Private
Schools™ Association. besides heing a - lecturing
member of the Plymouth Institution. IHis lecture
on “Sidelight< on American Education ™ was pub-
lishedian the Zeachers Guild Quarterln tor December.,
1904 In his own school work he is ably assisted
by Mr. John Rounscfell, BoAL B.Se., who has been
senior assistant for sixteen years.
Notwithstanding  the multiplicity of hix daily
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duties, Mr. Dymond finds much time for definite
Christian service, He commenced work as a local
preacher at an carly age. and still renders valuable
service in that capacity, inaddition to which he
15 president of the Men’s Meetings held every
Sunday afternoon in the Plymonth Corn Exchanee,
under the auspices of the local Free (‘hurch
Council. An ever loval son of the denomination,
he Toves the chureh of his fathers, olories in her
traditions, and vives himself withont  rescrve to
serve her interests. In the Plvinouth Cirenit he
is estecmed and beloved Dy all, and has contributed
not o little to 1ts consohidation and advancement.
ITe has filled the offices of cirenit steward, Sunday
school superintendent, &c., and even the Kast
Street choir is not complete without him.

For many years he has served the larger life of
the Connexion by exercising his judament on the
Executive Committee and at the sessions of the
Annual Conference. Smee 1590 he has been a
member of the Examiming Conmmittee. In 19071 he
attended as o delegate the Methodist (Eenmenical
Conference in City Road Chapel. London. e is
also a member of the Jomt Committee on Methodist
Union, being in perfect sympathy with the proposed
union of the three denominations now negotiating.
Ilis vision and scrviee, however, are not merely
parochial, Timited to the narow bounds of his own
chareh and people. Catholic in his svmpathies
and views, he manifests interest in the religious
life of the nation, and co-operates in serviee in the
common cause ol the Free Fvangelical Churehes,
which he serves with energy and ability. .\ few
years since he was President of the South Devon
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and East Commwall Federation of Free Churches.

A strong man, and still in manhood’s prime,
(hristian service, larger and wider than has yet
heen attempted, remains tfor Mro Dyvinond to ac
complizh, and shoukd Nature still continue to he
cracious - the preservation of his physical and
mental powerse no doubt can be cherished as to
the beneficence of his influence in those causes
which have such a large place in both his head
and heart.

Rev. WILLIAM HILL.

& 1 E subject of this sketch has the distinction
G of being a son of one of the piloneers of
the denomination-—the Rev. William Hill,

who was a man ot fine physique, com-
manding  presence. and  of  considerable mental
capacity, but of a retiring disposition. It is
reported that his passion for work was of such
a character, that he practically wore himscelt” out
in arduouns Tabours in the opening and extension
of new mission stations. Of his many notable
achievements - this divection. probably the most
sicnificant was the saving of the Botley Mission,
now the Southampton Civceuit, from extinetion.
In his wifeo whose maiden name was Jane Bray.
he had a helpmeet ideed, since she was one of
the carly female preachers. who rvendered  the
denomination xuch acceptable and ynaiseworthy
service. u
Born at Aveton Gifford, then forming part of
the South Devon Mission, William Hill the Recond



