
      1980’s The screen between the chapel and schoolroom was fixed 
and soundproofed by Brian Down — wonderful for displaying  
exhibitions. (Currently — Growing The Kingdom.) The central pulpit 
was reduced in size and moved to the side by a former Minister,  
Rev Lionel Lewis. He also made the central Cross.  
      1990’s A ramp and a loop system were installed. The organ was 
rescued in 1994 from Quorm, Leicestershire - then dismantled and  
installed by Andrew Beattie.  Several years later he rescued it again 
when wet rot was found beneath it. 
      The beautiful Communion Table was rescued from a closing 
church in Haywards Heath and given by Rob and Gill Robinson.  
Candles, flowers and a small Cross usually adorn it. 
      All the central pews were removed in 2003, giving us flexible 
space, which can be adapted for Café-style Worship etc. The modern 
toilet suitable for the disabled was built into a corner of the kitchen. 
      The large moveable screen was introduced in 2013 and at that time 
a projector was gifted to the chapel and fixed to the ceiling.  We can 
project hymns and can blackout for the showing of films. 
       For 168 years of its existence, until 2011, Hope Chapel was part of 
the Shebbear Circuit, a small deeply rural Circuit, that during the last 
ten years of its existence saw many innovations like a Banner  
Festival.  The banners in our chapel were inspired by that event.  

 Looking Back – Looking Forward   
      The Shebbear Circuit held a Day of Prayer in our chapel in 2007.  
We can still thank God as we did then for increasing unity amongst 
Christian denominations.  Now part of the Torridge Methodist  
Circuit, largely rural, but including the towns of Bideford and  
Torrington, we are also associated with Holsworthy Mission  
Community and Holsworthy and District Christians Together,  
particularly with respect to the Food Bank, the Holsworthy Show,  
and the employment of a Youth Chaplain based at Holsworthy  
Community College. 
      After the Dark Ages, lasting 1000 years, the Reformation in 1517 
marked a major turning point for “The Church”, but is not yet  
complete! The Reformation changes brought Christianity nearer to 
the revolutionary movement of disciples that originally transformed 
lives and shaped world history.  If we continue to emerge from the 
straight-jacket of  man-made boundaries, and from behind closed 
doors, and if we dare to be disciples growing the Kingdom ... 

The building has been adapted (over 40 years) 

 

Hope chapel 

Hope Chapel acts as a hub for community-building,  
and vision-widening, activity.   

Our premises are accessible for wheelchairs and push-chairs.  
Those with a learning disability, or age-related memory loss, are welcome. 

We invite you to be part of this community with a mission! 

   Centenary edition May 2021    



     The present Hope Chapel building opened in May 1921. It 
was built by Marshall Down, father of Brian Down, who died 
2017 on Christmas Day. It was built on the site of an earlier  
Bible Christian (BC) Chapel built in 1843.  The Bible Christian  
movement started locally in Lake Farmhouse, Shebbear, in 1815. 
The B.C. 200th anniversary was celebrated here in 2015 with an 
exhibition “Our Heritage-Our Hope“ and a Plaque.  The Bible 
Christian movement spread rapidly in this deeply rural area 
where John Wesley could not reach, even on horseback, and then 
to rural parts of the world in America, Australia and China.   
      Two notable members of this chapel were buried in the  
graveyard in 1934, and both are commemorated, on another 
plaque, as “Fervent in spirit, joyful in hope, serving the Lord”.  
James Edwin Vanstone and his wife Elizabeth gave, from his 
meagre earnings, the first £10 to the Bible Christian China  
Mission, whose missionary work is still bearing fruit in China 
today.  Brian Down, who was a preacher for  fifty years, could  
remember hearing James Vanstone preach when he was a lad. 

  

Mission and Ministry of the Church  
     The mission of the church in those early days was centred on  
education, as can be seen by the schoolroom attached to the 
church, which would probably then, as now, also have been a 
meeting place for the village.   
      The church was organised around a pulpit where the Bible 
was read and expounded, by lay, travelling preachers. The  
members were organised in classes to ensure good oversight and 
care. And the churches were grouped in a Circuit with a Circuit 
Minister. Hope Chapel was part of the Shebbear Circuit. 
      In 1907 Bible Christians lost their separate identity and  
became part of the new United Methodist Church.  In 1932 the 
United Methodist Church joined with the Wesleyan Methodists 
and Primitive Methodists to form the Methodist Church as it is  
today. 

The Church Building 

 

The Church has left the building! 

 

Rural Mission and Ministry 

      Rural mission and ministry look rather different today, and  
increasingly, in Black Torrington, we have a community development 
approach to the use of our church building.  Over a period of more than 
ten years we adapted our  building to accommodate activities to serve 
the wider community as well as our members, and to make it more 
homely and comfortable.   
      In recent years it has been used for a Pop-in, Bookworms, Cake and 
Coffee, Cinema Club, and Chiropody walk-in Clinic.   
      A Gentle Exercise class was running for a time during one of the 
Pop-in sessions, and Broadband (a legacy from a Computer Club) is 
available as well as a range of other resources. 
       Increasingly we work outside our building, as well as in it, in  
collaboration with St Mary’s Parish Church, and the community.  

    Time Out is a monthly midweek gathering for people to meet in 
friendship, in an informal relaxed way over a simple meal. We always 
have enough at the feast for anyone to say “Is it alright if I bring a 
friend?”  There are no boundaries to exclude anyone who wants to be 
with us in Black Torrington. Anyone of any age is welcome and we 
hope they find here a special kind of hospitality as would have been  
offered to travellers through the ages in Christian monasteries and  
convents.  

     Men’s breakfast is a bi-monthly gathering for men and their  
teenage sons to share breakfast in a local pub.  Speakers on a variety of 
subjects are invited. 

     Specialised Ministries  Many of our members have been involved 
in specialised ministries such as a Disabled Christians Fellowship  
Group, the Newton St Petrock Male Voice Choir, and the United  
Christian Broadcasters (UCB) Prayerline which recently had a satellite  
call-centre based in Hope Chapel for a number of years, manned by a 
local ecumenical team of Christians. 
      Hope Chapel is now part of the Torridge Methodist Circuit served by 
a Superintendent Minister and a range of lay and ordained pastoral  
ministry. 

 


