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tell the Bible  Christian - Conference. which he
visited at Plymouth in 1891, that the reception
it cave him he vecarded as the createst honour of
his life.  In the words of a well-known American
Jowrmnal. o while his abilities and exalted position
would entitle him to he ]»l‘t*.\'(‘l]hwi to the \merican
public as worthy of the highest respect, he is to
he honowred particudarly for adhering to the com
paratively small Dody in which he was trained.
This i~ an exaonple which should g the blush
of shame to many persons in the United States,
who, without any pretence of change of doctrine.
when attaining prosperity, have turned thens hacks
upon the chureh which made themselves and thenr
parents all that they are, and entered denomi-
nations which they fancied could give them a
little better social standing.  Chiet Justice Way
s snccesstully proved that merit and magnanimity
can make a standing which is not only independent
of adventitions aids, but can bring them, when
they are no longer needed, obsequiously to do him
homage.” —(H. W. H., in “ Oshorne Magazine,”
1897).

Rev. WILLIAM BLAKE LARK.
(President of Conference, 1882 and 1898).
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NE of the prettiest of the many pretty places

i Cornwall is the little township of Fowey,

and here, on December 1st, 1838, the
subject of this sketch was born. At the

age of fifteen he was “born again,” under the
ministry of the late Rev. F. W. Bourne. His
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birth into the spivitual world was not only of
moment to himself, but to others, as his ministry
has fully demonstrated. At the age of sixteen he

.

commenced to preach, and made his first attempt
at  Elburton, in the Plymouth Cireuit, before a
congregation numbering  seven  souls—two men,
one woman, and tour children.  With youthtul
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carnestness and zeal, he exhorted the little com-
pany to  flee from the wrath to come” —an
exhortation frequently heard at that time from
hudding preachers, but rarvely heard to-day.  His
next pulpit effort was at Zion Chapel, Plymouth,
and here he had an experience which he has never
forcotten.  In the congregation were several local
preachers, who were accustomed in those days to
wear white neckties. These symbols of purity
produced such an cffect upon the lad that he was
almost  overwhelmed, and for several davs after
he was seriously ilk

He became a candidate for the ministry in 1859,
and was sent to the Redrath and Camborne Circuit.
Here he remained two vears, and then proceeded
to London.  Exeter was the next scene of his
labours. and here he became popular by delivering
a series of lectures on the Bible.  These attracted
large audiences, and the commodious  sanctuary
was crowded every Sunday evening.  During his
ministry at  Exeter he married  Miss  Chanter.
From Exeter he proceeded to Jersey, where he
spent one of the most happy and suceesstul terms
of his ministry,  The church at the Royal Crescent
was then inoa most Hourishing condition, and every
Sunday evening was witnessed the spectacle of
hundreds of young men and women crowding the
galleries of this historice sanctuary. A similar sight
wias scen e Broucham Road Chuareh, Portsioouth,
During his ministry there he delivered a series of
discourses on “ Christianity and  Free Thought,”
and these created <ueh interest that dithiculty wis
expericneed inacconmnodating  the crowds that
cathered. Teis sad that after the fivst lecture.



WILLIAM DBLAKE LARK. 103

such was the excitement generated, it was necessary
to admit seat-holders by a side door halt-an-hour
before the commencement of the service.  The
other spheres in which he has exercised his min-
istry are Holsworthy, Penzance, Bristol. Newport
(L. of Wo), twice, Devonport, and Aberavon. .\t
the Conference in 1906 Mr. Lark was appointed
covernor of shebbear College.  In addition to his
pulpit and pastoral work, My, Lark was for many
years a contributor to the Connexional Magazine,
the articles above the signature = B. W, Kyal ”
being from his pen. Early in his ministry Mr. Lark
made a favourable impression on the minds of his
ministerial brethren and the Connexion generally,
and this impression deepened with the passing of
the years.  In 1880 he was clected Sceretary of
Conference, and re-elected v 1851, The highest
honour his brethren could bestow was eiven the
following year, when he was clected  President.
This honowr was conferred a second thme in 189%.
In company with a few  others, he has repre-
sented the Connexion at each of the (Ecumenical
Conferences.

The subject of this sketeh gives a wide inter-
pretation to the primary tunctions of a minister,
and has but little sympathy with that narrow type
of religion which is content with feeding itselt upon
a multiplicity of emotional gatherings, and permits
the outer world to pursue its own iregular and
mischicvous  course. Whatever his theory, the
evidence 1s abundant that in practise Mr. Lark
shows that the kingdoms of this world are also
the Kingdoms of God —or ought to be——and that
in devoting a portion of his time to the discussion
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of creat public questions having moral bearings
he is true, not only 1o the hichest instinets of his
nature, but to the spivit and temper of the Gospel
of Christ. The platform has been the scene of
some of his greatest triumphs.  Here he has free
play, and many of the conventionalities of the
pulpit are ignored.  Wit, humour, repartee, scorn,
denunciation, and ridicule arve all brought into
plav when deading with some hurning question
affecting the liberties and lives of the people.
Deliberate in speech, and with every syllable dis-
tinctly articulated, he thunders forth his denun-
ciations against political and social wrongs with
all the torce of his hody, mind, and soul.  Against
the liquor traftic he has waged an unceasing
rartare, and few men in the Connexion have done
better service than he in disclosing to the general
public the attitude of the denominacion towards
this accursed tratfic.  He has been its inveterate
foe for many years, and his hatred has deepened
with the growth of his own observation and ex-
pericnce of the deadly vesults of this pernicious
trade.

As a preacher, platform speaker, and debater,
Mro Lark has heen i the front rank for a quarter
of aocentury. His effectiveness as aspeaker is not
to be found either in the originality or depth ot his
thought. the heanty of his diction. or the delicacy
of his phrasing. In listening to him one is im-
presseds rather with the thoneht that he is wmore
concerned with driving his message home to the
heart and - conscience than with the  particular
manner inwhich the message shall he presented.
Plam, diveet, coeent, there is no possibility, in
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listening to Mr. Lark, of heing led into a foe, and
of heing enshrouded in an atmosphere where even
a metaphysician or a psycholovist could not dis-
cover his whereabouts. In a sermon heard by
the writer a few years since the thought was so
clear and the language so plain, that any ordinary
lad could understand what Mr. Lark desired to
communicate.  The thought occurred, atter hearing
that sermon, *“that the wayfaring man, thoueh a
fool,” had no occasion to crr.  And it 15 these
qualities  of  plainness,  clearness,  divectness  of
thought and expression, joined with an impres
siveness of manner which few of his ministerial
brethren seem to command, which have ¢iven him
his position and mtluence as a preacher and plat-
form speaker.  He is one of that limited bhand
of front-rank men who, for about a third of a
century, have been potent, determining factors in
the litc and history of the denomination.  That
band is rapidly passing out of the ranks —their
day 15 done, thenr labour ended, and the duties
and responsibilities now rest upon other shoulders.
In this band of workmen, so rapidly passing into
peace and quicet, the subject of this sketch has
been no insignificant member.  He has played
many parts, and played them well ; and now, after
about forty-seven years of active service, fraught
with blessing to untold numbers, the consciousness
is given that m “ labours more abundant 7 he has
heen faithful to the divinely-committed trust.
Whilst the swiftly-passing years have not heen
without their effect upon him, robbing him of
Nature’s protecting mantle and carving lines upon
hrow and face, he still gives evidence of possessing
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many of the attributes of vouth. His heart ix ~till
voune, his outlook npon Tife and society optimistic.
and the humour of existence still a potent factor
in the varied content of experience. One of the
most modest of men, and as brotherly as he 1s
modest, his counsels in the Connexion have always
heen weighty and valuable.  That he has the
“defeets of his qualities ” goes without saying
but, survey him in body, mind, and soul-—measure
him in the totality of his being, and the conviction
is irresistible, that he stands among the peers of
the Methodist realm. one of the noblest of his
time.

Mi. BENJAMIN MICHELL (Redruth:.

—_— . ——

" YT Hicks Mill. on November 13th, 1840,
of humble parents, was born a child
+endowed  with certain qualities, whose
exercise brought their possessor into the

[N

coodly fand of conmercial prospovity and mtluence.
Beveft of his father when quite a child, he owed
much of what was best and noblest in his life
to his sainted mother, who was one of the first
members of the famous Hicks Mill Society.  Ac-
companying his mother to the chapel when only
a lad, it may be said that, from that time to his
death: he did not wander bevond the intluences
of the Bible Christian Connexion. with which he
was more or less closely identitied for about forty-
six years.  Education, as at present understood,
was practically unknown to hin. the facilities for



