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vi PREFACE.

Assemblies relative to Connexional Institutions and Regula-
tions, and such other matter as may be decided upon,

3. That a Committee of seven persons be appointed to
prepare the volume of Consolidated Minutes, the Committee to
consist of the Connexional Secretary (Rev. E. D. Cornish) ;
Corresponding Secretary (Rev. J. C. Brewitt); General
Missionary Secretary (Rev. H. T. Chapman) ; Chapel Secretary
(Rev. E. Boaden) ; Book Steward (Rev. A. Crombie) ; and the
Revs. R. Abercrombie, M.A., and E. Askew. The Committee
to appoint one of its own members to act as Editorial Secretary.
The Book Steward to be the Convener of the first meeting.

4. That the question of an honorarium to the Editorial
Secretary be considered and decided by the above Committee
and the Connexional Committee, when the volume is com-
pleted.

5. That the Revs. E. Askew and W. Boyden, in harmony
with their own offer, be paid the sum of £5 in full discharge of
their interest in that portion of the Handbook that would be of
service in preparing the Consolidated Minutes.

6. That all expenses incurred in preparing the Consolidated
Minutes be paid out of the Incidental Expenses Fund, and,
that the MS. be then handed to the Book Room for publication.

At the first meeting of the Committee the Rev. E. Askew
was appointed Editorial Secretary, and the Rev. R. Aber-
crombie, M.A., was requested to write the introductory chapter.

The task of the Committee is now complete. The lines of
the Handbook have in the main been followed; though
several mew features of interest have been added. To
these belong the summary of the New Marriage Law,
and the account given of the Associated Institutions—viz.,
The Wesleyan Methodist Local Preachers’ Mutual Aid
Association, and the Children’s Home and Orphanage. It
is hoped that the facts and figures, laws and usages, here
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brought together in such profusion, will be found useful both
{0 those who are, and to those who are not members of our
(Mhurches : the latter will find an authoritative exponent of
our history, institutions, and laws; the former will become
(ualified to sustain a still more intelligent part in our Church
lifo and work.

1o the spiritual-minded man who looks below the surface,
this book will not only be useful; but it. will also have a
sonlimental interest. It is true that there are in it many
dotnils, many statistics, which may at first sight appear dry ;
bl they all stand for and represent various aspects of a work
which is essentially spiritual and Divine. Even the names of
(nndard-bearers who have passed away, and are now among
(o cloud of witnesses,” will not be without attraction to those
who knew them, and who can summon up their forms and
fwoen bofore the sessions of silent thought. Even dates will
yol be without interest to those who see in them the land-
witks of our Church history. This book is very different
from n poem, it is only a humble compendium ; nevertheless, it
iinkes an appeal to the man of spiritual imagination to which
lio will not be slow to respond. To such a man the details,
which others may regard as dry, will be instinct with vitality.
I1o will see in them mot only the glory of the past and the
Iife of the present; but it may be also that he will be able to
dineern therein the promise and the potency of a future yet
wobler and more fruitful in the century which is about to

dnwn,

E. ASKEW, Editor.

1 B0, E. D. CORNISH.
J. ¢. BREWITT.
H. T. CHAPMAN.
E. BOADEN.
A. CROMBIE.
R. ABERCROMBIE.

.







CONTENTS.

District Meetings : .
Their Constitution &ud Functions
Officers and their Functions
Circuit and District Schedules

Tabular View of the.Connexion
Annual Summaries . ;
Fifth Year Table of Dlstucts £5e
District Table for 1898

The Connexional Ministry
Candidates for .
Age of Admission
Examinations and Course of Study

L Examination by District Meeting . . SN GS

PAGE
56-61
56

59

61

62-67

. 62
66

67

68-78

: - o G
5 5 AR )
68

II. For Provisional Year or Theological Institute . 68

II1. For Probation .
IV. For Full Connexion .
V. For Foreign Mission Work

Examination Committee, Its Duties and Oblxga,tlons - 70

69
69
70

Additional Examinations and Enquiries 72
Final Examination and Public Reception . 5 SRR
Names of Examiners . 5 5 73
Limit of Probationers’ Appomtments 5 73
Senior and Junior Ministers 73

Duties of Ministers to Circuits and 130 thelr Colleagues S [

Ministers and Circuit Registers . T4
Ministers without Charge . 75
Ministers under Accusation 3 5 75
Ministers Retiring, and the Connexxonal Funds 5 s T
Ministers who have Died in the Work 76
Ministers and their Circuits 79-117
Circuits and their Ministers i 118-187
Home and Foreign Missions 188-213
General Notes . 2 . 189
Australian Churches . 190

CONTENTS.

New Zealand Churches

Missionary Extension

Home Mission Regulations

Iforeign Mission Regulations

Lay Missionaries for Foreign Work
Ifinancial and Missionary Secretaries .
(fonnexional Committee

Iforeign Missionary Committee .
Annual Income of Mission Fund
Annual Expenditure of Mission Fund

{unnexional and Incidental Fund

[Historical Note and Balance-Sheet

{immemorative Fund

Ilistorical Notes and Balance- bhu,t

Wanley Memorial Fund

Iistorical Notes and Balance- bheet

Hook Room

Historical Notes

\Imnthly Magazines and V\'eekly Newspa,pcr
New Hymn and Tune Books -

\l issionary Requisites

Church Requisites

Hunday School Requisites .

(‘hristian Endeavour Requisites

‘l'emperance Requisites

Htationery Department

Officers and Committee

I'inancial Statement .

{inpels and Chapel Funds

Uhapel Relief Fund .
Chapel Loan Fund
Chapel Deeds
Land, Chapels, &c., How Se’otled
L. On Reference Deed
IL. On Model Deed

xi

PAGE

190

190
191

192
192
193
194
204
210
212

221-235 {

Lo o
o o
o =

BEEREREE
¢ ¢ 2o v
SRS oo oy W N

_—

| SIS V)
= =

{9)
@w
g

236-287

o
w
(=3

237
238
240
240
241



{

xii CONTENTS.

New Trustees, How to Appoint in the Old Manner—

L According to the Model Deed
IL According to the Reference Deed .

How to Appoint under the Trustees Appointment Acts,

1850 to 1890—
L. Under the Model Deed .
IL. Under the Reference Deed
Regulations of Chapel Funds
L. General Regulations .
IL. Regulations of Relief Fund .
III. Regulations of Loan Fund .
Notices and Suggestions

Chapel, School, and other Connexional Property

Statistical and Financial Table .

Chapels and Preaching Rooms in the Alphabetical Order of

the Circuits in which they are Situated . .
The Thirteen Home Districts
Circuits and their Chapels .
Officers and Committee 3 :
Chapel and Superannuation Funds Committee
Tables of Annual Tncome and Expenditure .

Home Mission Chapel Extension Fund
Historical Notes
Regulations : - .
Balance-Sheet from 1875 to 1898

London Chapel Extension Fund
Historical Notes and Regulations
Officers

Free Methodist Fire Insurance Association
Officers :
Historical Notes
Regulations ; ; .
Statistical and Financial Table :

Preachers’ Children’s Fund
Historical Notes

243
250
254
254
257
257
259
260
262

264-277
264
264

290-292
290
292

293-298
293
293
293
298

299-304
299

CONTENTS. xiil
PAGE
Regulations 2 . -:32
Officers and Committee . ; : : s ; P
Secretaries 5 ’ 4 : . : : g 302
Statistical and Financial Table . . ; 5 g . 303
Iinisters’ Superannuation and Beneficent Fund : ; 305.:'%22
Ilistorical Notes 5 : % > : : ; . :305
(ieneral Rules and Regulations . A : : 5 . 307
Officers and Committee . R ; : 5 : . 313
‘I'nbles of Income and Expenditure . ; - ‘ . 320
e T'heological Institute 5 s 3 ? Y . 325-33:23
Historical Notes 3 5 3 : . : - . 325
College Enlargement and Endowment; . : : : 32z
lindowment Fund . . . . 327
Thomas Cuthbertson Prize . = 3 A . 3 . 328
Vlarmaduke Miller Scholarship . . - ¢ : . 328
How Awarded . S 2 : 3 5 g - 328 »
Examiners for Scholarship . : c - . . 3.30
Richard Chew Prize . ; : 3 G : L . 330
{tudents from 1872 to 1898 : 5 ¢ ; 5 2 330
I'rizemen . s - . 3 i . . 2 . 333
Regulations . 2 A h p o s 5 - 335:’ ¢
(ioverning Body : 5 s J o : . : ‘%‘37
Trustees . . ) ; : : v 2 c 3:36
Elected Governors . : . 5 3 : 2 :3:%(1
Board of Examiners . > A 5 . : . S 339
\nnual Income and Expenditure 3 g 5 5 . 34‘1
(apital Account, &e. . - c : : . % . 342
Vitten Examinations . ; : ; ) 4 ; 343-34?
Historical Notes 8 A : ; ; 5 5 % 34:3
Regulations a ; . 3 ¢ s 3 i ?43
Uourse of Study - . ) { : > . > - 345.
lixamination Table . ; ; ; i % B . 346
Board of Examiners . B 5 : 3 8 : . 347
Lovnl Preachers’ Studies . . £ . . A . 349-352
Historieal Notes % : - 5 3 F 5 . 349




xv
xiv CONTENTS, GOt
PAGE
PAGE : 385-390
Course of Study and Regulations : ; . . . 350 e Donconess Institute, Bowron House 385
Board of Examiners . g - 3 3 2 2 S 352 Iintorical Notes . e g 386
- Conditions of Service 386
Sunday School and Local Preachers’ Funds . : . 353-356 ] As General Church V\To).kers 386
Historical Notes 5 2 : A : . 353 5 Hvangelists . S 387
Regulations of Sunday School Fund é : ; : . 354 4 | ractical Suggestions to Chmcheq : : 1 : 388 §
Regulations of Local Preachers’ Fund 355 Officers and Committee . ¢ : . ‘;90 i
Officers : 355 Income and Expenditure from 1891 to 1898 . . oA
Financial %ta.tement fmm 184 to 1898 356 391-396
l I'io0 Mothodist Temperance League . 39 301
Ashville College 5 5 : 5 . : : . 359-371 Iintorical Notes 391"
Teaching Staff . X 5 . 359 Itogulations . 393
Situation, Equipment, and Domestlc AI mngemcﬂts . . 359 Oflicers and Committee 305
Character of Teaching, Exhibitions, and Prizes . . . 360 T'nbular View 306
[ ] S S 4 f) 1881 to 1898
Summary of Successes from 1878 to 1898 . > : . 361 linlance-Sheet from
Terms, Fees, &e. . . . 5 A 5 5 802 7 397-399
Histor,ica-l N’o’;es . 5 365 I cumenical Methodist Conferences 201
Abstract of College Deed . z ! A 3 3 .. 366 ”'lil“l iLm;)VOtes 1 : ” d 3 397
Governing Body ; ; : ? . 367 ol Bl SIABERE g 399 £ (
tatives . . ' 3 X
Trustees, Officers, and }&lectcd (wvcmorv. i o R el Ifree Methodist=apreacnintiy < ‘:
o : -402 o
| B?’lﬂfl(_:e_ ~Sheet from 1878 to 1898 ' 5 ¥ 3 2 310 Jothodist Concerted Action 1 400 400 Y
1 Liabilities and Assets 5 S g 5 5 . o A Wistorical Note i : B e
2 3 lations of the Commlttee . . . -
Religious and Denominational Instruction of Young People  372-379 ||' :‘,I.:.’lK;l::;;;glsl:n}{eplesent&tl\'es 402
Historical Notes 5 % 4 : : . . 372 ¢ s
Young People’s Commlttee ¢ . : : 3 . 372 Murriage Act, 1898 403-‘;3;
Objects and Functions 4 3 : 2 3 . 372 (leneral Features g o
Constitution ‘ : : : : , ; . 373 Duties of the Authorised Person
Duties of Secretaries . 5 : : & 5 . 373 : 406
Examination Arrangements 3 A i : : . 374 Dintriet Contributions to Connexional Funds in 1898
Essay Arrangements . 5 g . : . : . 376 407
Young People’s Societies . : : ; : . 377 Crand Totals
Statistics, Finances, Mlscella.neom S 5 E . 378
Officers and Committee . ] . : : : . 379 ASSOCTATED INSTITUTIONS.
3 jati -410
Connexional Evangelism . . - 5 5 5 . 380-382 Wonleyan Methodist Local Preachers’ Mutual-Aid Association 408 108
Historical Notes and Officers . : < . . 380 Officers for 1898 z 408
Financial Statement from 1884 to 189‘2 3 - . . 382 Historical Notes



xvi CONTENTS.

3 PAGE
Objects of the Association . : : S : . 410
Summary of Rules . ; : : 5 . : . 410

The Children’s Home and Orphanage ; 411-414
Officers for 1898 5 e ? ; . 2 . 411
Branches . : : : 5 : : ; ; . 411
Statistics up to 1898. : : 3 2 - : . 412
Aims ¢ I o 5 : 5 4 . ; . 413
Invitation to other Methodist Bodies to be represented on

the Committee . ) ; : : - : . 413

Conclusion . < : : > ; 4 : s . 415

A SUMMARY OF THE HISTORY AND PRIN-
CIPLES OF THE UNITED METHODIST
I'REE CHURCHES.

\ grory can always best be written when the subject-
mnttor of it is ended. The old saying has much truth in it:

Cull no man happy till he is dead.” It is common now to
publish biographies of men who are still living: but those
Liogrnphies may be belied by the after-course of their heroes.

What is true of the life of a man is true also, m_utat%'s
ulindis, of that of a community : in the eyes of posterity, it
iy be very different from what it appears to men of onr

snoration,  Especially in the case of a denomination which
L only recently begun to be, and which has tried a great
poriment in ecclesiastical polity, it behoves us to rememl?er
(hat uny history which can now be written is necessarily
meomplete, and can only describe tendencies, whereas the men
I ufterages will judge by results. All history, however,
i wnde up of these two things—tendencies and results, ideals
il vietories or defeats; and if the former somewhat
predominate in the narrative of the early life of a Connexion,
it 10 not therefore to be regarded as unhistorical: on the
onliary, it supplies one, and that the most important, elen_lent,
ithout which no true or inspiring history can be written
sither now, or in the days to be. 3
o Methodist Free Church was thought to be so much in
lwrmony with the times by its early adherents, that many of
(e anticipated for it rapid and unexampled prosperity : but

i wine, even though friendly, outsider would have cherished
Wiy uieh expectation. He would have reflected that the

B
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2 HISTORY AND PRINCIPLES OF

founders of the body had to begin from the very foundation,
whilst they left a body in which their time, talents, and money
for many years had been invested. He would have borne in
mind also that a Free Church, at its first rise, was likely to
contain not only the true friends of freedom, but likewise a
certain proportion of those unruly spirits who perpetrate every
now and then some grotesque caricature of democracy. He
would have remembered that the greatest difficulties are
always at the commencement, and that even Wesleyan
Methodism, notwithstanding a leadership never excelled for
genius or industry, did not number 80,000 adherents in this
country at the death of Wesley. And a man who took all these
things into account would not have expected a quicker rate of
progress than that at which the Methodist Free Church has
advanced, during the first four decades of its denominational
life.

The name of the body is “The United Methodist Free
Churches.” Tt is a long, but descriptive title. Especially
would we emphasise the word wnited. The Methodist Free
Church is one of the most wnited bodies in Christendom, and
almost from- the very beginning has flourished by means of
unions.

Free Methodism first existed under the name and title of

. Protestant Methodism. The name was characteristic of the

men who founded it. They were true Protestants. They
protested against that system of centralised bureaucracy which
was overspreading Methodism like a web, and tightening its
folds round all its Circuits and Ministers. It is true that they
appeared to be narrow and illiberal ; they seemed to be opposed to
the eesthetic element in public worship, inasmuch as they were
not in favour of the establishment of an organ in Brunswick
Chapel, Leeds ; but it must be remembered that the organ was
only the occasion, not the cause, of the struggle which ended in
the formation of Protestant Methodism.

Each one of the Methodistic agitations for freedom has had
a different occasion, but essentially the same couse. In 1827,
the fight was nominally about an organ; it was really about
the rights of the laily.” In 1835, the occasion of the struggle
was the Theological Institute ; but the cause was still the same.
In 1849, the treatment of three Ministers was the occasion of
the disruption ; but the true cause was the resolution, on the

THE UNITED METHODIST FREE CHURCHES. 3

part of large numbers of the laity, no longer to put up with the
hureaucracy of Dr. Bunting and the doctrine of pastoral
upremacy.

]I( was inevitable that such a struggle, sooner or later,
hould arise ; inevitable both on account of the characteristics
of our time, and also on account of the nature of Methodism.
I'or what is Methodism, as distinguished from other systgms?
It is essentially social. It is pervaded by the spirit of
Ilihlical Churchmanship. It cannot truly exist apart from
('liristian fellowship. It has more lay-agents than any other
denomination. It takes its leaders, local preachers, and other
ofliials from all classes of society. Such a system was
lnmocratic in spirit, if not in form. It was, therefore, certain,
[rom the very nature of Methodism, that a struggle would one
iy arise, whatever might be the occasion.

Htill this struggle might have been avoided, if there had
hoen a disposition to conciliate. Both the Reformers of 1835
i those of 1849 would have been, at one time, contented with
\ minimum of concession to the rights of the laity, as
compared with that which they afterwards embodied in their
cclesiastical polity. " :

T'he history of the Methodist Free Church is the history of
i weries of umions. In 1835, the Wesleyan Association was
formed. Tn 1836, the Protestant Methodists united with the
Wosleyan Association. In 1839, the Arminian Methodists
juined” themselves to the amalgamated body. In 1849, the
lteform agitation arose, in consequence of the expulsion of
\lcusrs. Everett, Dunn, and Griflith, who refused to answer
(uestions as to the authorship of the “Fly Sheets”—
publications in which Dr. Bunting’s administration of
Vlothodism was eriticised. The gravamen of the charge in the
wo of My, Griffith was that he declined to pledge himself not

contribute to the pages of the Wesleyan Times news-
puper unless his brethren would pledge themselves not to

contribute to the Watchman. Wholesale expulsions took

pluce of those who sympathised with the expelled ministers.
I the course of a few years, Methodism lost 100,000 members.
I was at first intended that agitation should go on within the
hody until its objects were attained: but it was soon seen
(il this was not desirable, even if it had been practicable.

cither in the commonwealth nor in the Church is it well that
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agitation should become the order of the day. It was found
better to separate than to keep up a perpetual agitation.

The subject of amalgamation between the Reformers and the
Wesleyan Association was first considered at the Delegate
meeting of Reformers held in Birmingham, in the year 1854.
The more it was discussed, the more clearly was it seen that
there was no essential difference between the principles of the
two bodies. The amalgamation was consummated in the year
1857, at Rochdale, where an Annual Assembly. was held,
consisting of joint representatives of the two communities.
The external union, both at the beginning and ever since, has
been the sacrament of a true inner unity ; so that now no one
ever thinks of, and it is impossible to tell, any distinction
between Wesleyan Associationists and Reformers.

The amalgamated body largely increased its members during
the first decade. One source of this increase was the
amalgamation of several Circuits after the general amalgama-
tion. It must also be remembered that Free Methodism
began its ecclesiastical existence with a number of able men—
both ministers and laymen—many of whom were in the prime

of life. There were several of the laymen who fulfilled the -

function of lay Bishops: they consecrated themselves to
Christian work, they were the backbone of their respective
Circuits, and when their callings in life took them to various
parts of the country they hardly ever failed to visit the
ministers and churches of the denomination. Since then, the
interests of laymen have been scattered over a wider sphere ;
but we have still some who may be regarded as spiritual
successors of the Founders of the Body, and we hope and pray
for more. _

Since the lapse of the first decade, there have been several
large additions to our membership, From -1874 to 1877,
there was an increase of 6431 members. In 1882 and 1883,
there was an increase of 2738, From 1895 to 1898, there was
an addition of 3423 ; notwithstanding the loss of 982 members,
who became merged in the Methodist Church of New Zealand.

Much work has also been done in the formation and
consolidation of our various Imstitutions, which have rendered
great Connexional service. Of these we shall give little more
than a brief enumeration here, as a full account will be given
of them in the after-part of the volume.

I'HE UNITED METHODIST FREE CHURCHES, 5

Iy 1468, the Chapel Loan Fund was established, which has
[ much in the removal of Chapel debts. In 1872, the
Wininterinl Training Institute began its work. At the
Vil Assembly of 1875, it was resolved to estszhsh a Cfm—
weslonnl Hehool ; in consequence of this resolution Ashville

(ute, near Harrogate, was bought, and the house upon it

diverted into a School. At the same Assembly, was started
the Home Mission Chapel Extension Fund.

I 1880, the Connexional Temperance League was founded.
Iy |1H82, the present Secretary was freed from Circuit engage-
wients and enabled to devote all his time to Temperance work.
Iy thiz arrangement, we established a precedent which has
lwon followed by other religious bodies.

In 1881, the Methodist Free Church was represented‘by
Wity two Ministers and Laymen at the Methodist Ecumenical
Cunforence held in City Road Chapel, London. The Rev. W
(Lillith was one of the representatives. He shook hands with

aue of the men who had been parties to his expulsion, and
(i the lagt moment of his life rejoiced that he had been a
wembor of a united Conference of Methodists.

I'io 25th anniversary of the Amalgamation was celebrated
i fund called the Silver Wedding Fund ; and in 1890, a
Wonloy Memorial Fund was started, most of which has been
livoled to Missionary extension. :

I'he Methodist Free Church has always taken great interest
" Miusions, and has mow Missionary churches in Australia,
Inimnien, Boco del Toro, East Africa, West Africa, and China.
I iy appear to some that our policy ought to have been one
| oxlension rather than concentration; but it must not be
[iigotten that each one of our Missions was undertaken in
uhodience to clear indications of the Providence of God, and

o nre therefore clearly entitled to expect His blessing.

O reviewing the history of the Methodist Free Qhurch, we
linve many reasons for hearty thankfulness to Almighty God.
W o ought to thank Him for the able and self-sacrificing men

ho founded the body. We ought to thank Him that
I1o hag so taught and~touched us by His Holy Spirit that we
linve been enabled to combine the love of union with the
luve of liberty, so that mo Church has exceeded us in the
¢llorts which it has been prepared to make in behalf of
\lothodist unity. We ought to thank Him for the leaven of
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freedom which has spread from us to the Mother Church of
Methodism—a church which will always be dear to our
hearts. We ought to thank Him that He has called us to
a Missionary work so extensive and so noble ; and pray that
We may rise to the emergency which is now pressing upon us.
We ought to thank Him for the good men and women who
have been reared among us, and who are now ¢ ministering
spirits.” 'We ought to thank Him for the thousands we have
been made the means of bringing into the fold of the Good
Shepherd. We ought to thank Him for the bright hopes

which we have for the future of our own Church, and of all

Christian Churches. May they one and all be more faithful in

their testimony, and more pervaded by the Spirit of unity and
power !

““ And through the ages all along,
This shall be our endless song,
Praise to Thy eternal merit,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”

CONSTITUTION. 7

"1, CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED
METHODIST FREE CHURCHES, AS
INMBODIED IN THEIR FOUNDATION
DEEDS.

PREFACE.

e Moundation Deed of the WESLEYAN METHODIST ASSOCIA-
duted the 18th of August, 1840, and enrolled in Chancery
(tho 15th of February, 1841, became, on the Amalgamation
e AssocraTroNn with the WESLEYAN REFORMERS, the
Fonnidation Deed of the UNirep MerHODIST FREE CHURCHES,
lirtnin alterations, duly made in the provisions of the
iinl Foundation Deed, were embodied_ in a Supplementary
Powd, dated the 28th July, 1881, which was enrolled in
Clnoery on the 5th day of May, 1882: and other alterablox‘:s
Luently made were embodied in a second Supplementary
{1, dated 10th November, 1890, and enrolled in the Central
e ol the Supreme Court of Judicature on the 8th day of
Havcmbor in the same year. e el
e following Document, while omitting fyrmal parts, gu(:s
(i provisions of the Constitution of the UNiTEp METHODIST
Fuee Ciorenes which arve now in foree.

THE CONSTITUTION.
I, Mianr the Annual Assembly of the United Methodist Constitution
Wion ( ‘h-:ruh-xs ghall hereafter consist of such of the Itinerant, °f5§é‘;‘},?,~“,“‘“
| won-ltinerant, usually called Loca.l,vl’.reachers, an_d ot‘her
Hulnl or private Members of the said United Methodist Free
¢ hiohion, as the respective Cireuits, Societies or Qhu_rches (such
iutien or Churches not being part of any Cu'cmt),. for 1t;he
e heing in union with the said United Methodist Free
Cliirohies, shall from time to time freely elect and send as their
Wopronentative or Representatives, and of such other person an;i
fwonw, an may be admitted a Member or Members thf:reo:
miler the provisions for that purpose hereinafter contained ; - H
I'wovinkn that the Blection of Representatives as aforesaid ‘\)y aohe
il b made at the March Circuit Quarterly Mgetlng, or othfar Ryt
louting possessed of like powers, or such Meeting as the said g;ﬁ] :sr:nto



8 CONSTITUTION OF

Quarterly or other Meeting shall appoint, and which shall be
held by a Oircuit, in Great Britain, not later than the 30th day
of April, next preceding the Annual Assembly for which the
appointments shall be made ; and such other Meeting in the
Colonies, or Foreign countries possessing, for this purpose,
similar powers to those of a Circuit Quarterly Meeting or other-
wise, as shall be held immediately before the holding of the
Annual Assembly in each year, or at such other Meeting as that
Circuit, Society, or Church Quarterly Meeting shall appoint ; or
in case any Circuit, Society, or Church, does not hold a Quarterly
Meeting, then at the Circuit, Society, or Church Meeting held
immediately before the said Annual Assembly, according to the
Decease, or  rules of such Cireuit, Society, or Church ; NEVERTHELESS, should
ﬁgblhw ‘t)f any Representative or Representatives elected as aforesaid die
tivas g before the time of holding of the Annual Assembly, for which he
attend, or they may have been chosen, or in case any such Representative
or Representatives shall be unable, or neglect, or refuse to be
present in the Annual Assembly, then and in any of such cases,
the Members of such Circuit, Society, or Church Quarterly
Meeting, or other Meeting, as aforesaid, may forthwith elect and
send another Representative or Representatives in the stead of
the Representative or Representatives so dying or becoming
unable, or neglecting, or refusing, to act, or be present in the
said Annual Assembly ; and thereupon the Annual Assembly,
being satisfied of the regularity of the Election, and Testimonial
of such last-mentioned Representative or Representatives, shall
Teceive him, or them, as a Member or Members of the said
Annual Assembly, to and for which they shall be elected and
Conuexional sent at any time during its sittings, AND that the President,

Officers of g H : %3
the preceding Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and the Connexional

Vearito Treasurer, for the year preceding, shall be members of the
be Members Annual Assembly for the year next succeeding that of their
of the appointment to such Offices.

Assembly.

‘What Cir- i S .
cuits, &, 2nd, THAT Circuits, Societies, or Churches ag aforesaid,

may send comprised within the said United Methodist Free Churches,
h]?evgg"t‘iemﬂ' approving of and consenting to receive Itinerant Preachers,
theAssembly, aPPointed by and under the direction of the said Annual
ssembly, and contributing to the Connexional Funds of the

said United Methodist Free Churches, have, and hereafter

(during their continuance in connection with the said Churches)

shall have, the right and authority Annually to elect and send
Representatives, or a Representative to the said Annual

Assembly, therein to sit, deliberate, speak, and vote on all

matters and questions within the Jurisdiction of that Assembly :—

What num-  NEVERTHELESS the number of Representatives sent, and to be
ber they may gent, by each Cirenit, Society, or Church, hath been, and shall
A be regulated by the number of Members included in every such
Circuit, Society, or Church ; that is to say, each Circuit, Society,

or Church not exceeding 500 Members, may Elect and send one
Representative ; if exceeding 500 Members then two Representa-

1"HE UNITED METHODIST FREE CHURCHES.

(lven s and if exceeding 1000 Members, then t}iree fRﬁ);flsg::::
{ and no more, whatever may be the number o it e
Vi \x-‘.x-'rum ESS no Circuit shall be divided so as to form ?‘terl Rirsu

y ditional éircuit, except with the consent of the I?:ZVIDEYD g
‘\Il \ ‘{ing of that Circuit, and of the %rll:ma; Ass%]_ngsiléyli o G Bk o :

e ircui ciety, or Church, or 1 Circuits 10

Ih".l" -;l-‘p.y‘ o(fxt'l ghg:‘l;%zlst’ asl;’eadg’received, or which hereafter l?)a.); recelving
it received into the said United Methodist Freo Churches, but Tinerant
chich i d contribute
whie es not, or shall not receive, and he e

\: ;:; ul:rbd?)f the’ Ttinerant Preachers, appointed by the said

\nnual Assembly, or to the General Funds under its control,

e ith
\Ithough desirous of uniting in plans of general us&f;l!:lnisi; :‘lto
{he said United Methodist Free Churchzz,c trir‘x;.ly i By
" - - . in con
time (during their continuance g )
llowe elect and send a Representative,
Illj'-\:-:sﬁzrftoatives to the said Annual Assembly, as thzi,t Ass;[x‘r;géy Lt
;.I-|lll ‘from time to time, fix and agree ltleicl)n :—t;—l\lT)miﬁ{iFt[;led o Iy
uoh) i tives shall not be oL 10
mch last-mentioned Representa ) e
< tter or question touching the calling
D el BTG exercising discipline upon
veeivi aintaining, stationing, or exe ] >
;I-(m-‘ 4}\tlilx]1§;-aﬁt Preach:r’s, or as to the cc})lntlﬂl}anc:n%; ez:e:g:n;agcfi
v i i er
or any regulation concerning the Itine:
I.'nilZe(tlo I\Ieythodaist Free Churches., or affecting arx\ytgiu:;: gz
I'unds to which the Circuits sending such Represen

not severally contribute. Xy
3rd, THAT the Members of the Annual Assem;oly,c:r;l: 1172:;2 ;ll‘llénfssv;ll;e&y
nmces’sors for ever, for the time being, shall meet on © tnay meet.

i i ; and the tim
in ev: y the purposes herein mentioned ; an
i (’i‘ e];);g’ 2? ’hf)(l’(!iing tllle £ext Annual Assembly, and alll lf)ut:}x;ee
.L\“xmﬁal Assemblies, shall be fixed and ap}_)omtﬁd at a:l(ehajlrl o
\qﬂembl:y immediately preceding ; otherwise le s_a‘nrleﬂc.lh e
held on the second Tuesdag’ hi’ the ?ort;ltho%fh g sﬁg e“;,t e )
at be fixed by the President ; !
|t:; }q;olf(liz:fl‘; ti;})le f&nnual X%embly immediately preceding. X

oinning of the Annual Assembly in eac

‘:lth, E;Age;‘;_eth:n;’e?,gﬁ; Dusiness shall be transacbedv,. 1;]};1 e
.:,'“al".daa t, Secretary, Corresponding Seccretary, and Conn_emuthe ?hf‘}} ll):;atea
,[,l‘esl l:;-zr’ of the pr’ecediug year, shall proceed to faxa.u'nned e inang :
'l‘z:?iimmials and make out a list of the Represefntatl}:’(;r,e sgent
wvent of the death, absence, or refusal to act of suc e oy
;ecretaries, or Treakurer, or any or either of tﬁem, : s]emaybe
;-tamination and list may be made by such of ¢ :}?;rwise g
. t and willing to perform such duties, o Shoh
1‘)r‘?se)'ln'w,t‘ion and list shall be made before the commencem; 15
L:l‘:;:] l;usiness, by three persons chosen by &Pd out t(‘:tives
'(f)’ sentatives, or persons claiming to be Represent: Sibe - LB
h::le):f:; to form’ the Annual Assemblty inht?la‘; r}irse;ur b;etlzfe(:-‘n 1 = disp\}écdt

VAY if ¢ bt or dispute shall : ) Conlinoates.
J\L;{k;ssath?)gnfedﬂg :;:llte such exlaminampn and list, as t? :)I;e
i-):gullarit_l;por sufficiency of the Testimonial or election of any

h By whom
e and how the
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person claiming to be a Representative, then the other Members
of the Annual Assembly, whose Pestimonials are undisputed,
shall, before they proceed to any other business, decide such
How com-  doubt or dispute ; Provinep NEVERTHELESS, that questions as
plaints may ¢ 43 o validity or regularity of any such elections, may, notwith-
originate in s P o .
reference to Standing any act or omission ot the person appomted to make
disputed such examination and list as aforesaid, originate by written
Certificates, complaint from a Member op Members of the United Methodist
Free Churches, resident within the Circuit, Society, or Church,
or union of Circuits, Societies, or Churches, which the Repre-
sentative, or Representatives, whose election shall be contro-
verted, may represent or may claim to represent ; AND Arso
PROVIDED that after such examination and List shall be made in
each year, the regularity, validity, or sufficiency of the Testi.
monials, or election of Representatives then coming and claiming
to be admitted to the sajd Annual Assembly, shall be respec-
Each Assem- tively determined by the said Annual Assembly.  ANp for
gli‘;;;’&“:ﬁgh ascertaining, from fime to time, the Circuits, Societies, or
Circuits ang Churches entitled to elect and send Representatives to the said
Churches  Annual Assemb, ; such Assembly shall in each year cause to he
entitled to  made oue a list of the Circuits, Societies, or Churches, in
::g&gfgi; gonnection with and composing the said United Methodist Free
the next Churches, such list to be published with the printed Minutes of
Assembly. ity proceedings.

The Act of oth, THAT the Act of the Majority in number of the Annual
the Majority Assembly, actually present and voting, shall be taken as, and
o asiho th be the Act of the whole Assembly, to all intents, purposes, and
of the constructions whatsoever, except in such ecases as herein is othep-
Assembly,  ige provided ; Bur during the sittings of the Assembly there shall
One-sixth always be one-sixth of the Members of the said Assembly
:‘fnﬁﬁi‘v‘g‘g' actually present at the doing of any Act, otherwise such
be present to Act shall be void ; but in case one-sixth of the members of
give effect to the Assembly should not meet to transact business for three
iis‘f.é’ntfb?f- the consecutive, hours after the time appointed for the sitting of the
bub if onn Assembly, then a majority of the members present shall have
sixth be not power to confirm the stations, and to adjourn as hereinafter is
gﬁ?ent, the  provided,

ority to
d 'm th : e
;ﬁﬁ},’.’}s a,fd 6th, THAT the duration of the Annual Assemkly in each year
adjourn, shall not be more than twenty-one days, to be computed from

Duration and and inclusive of the day of its assembling ; and in case it shall

3?«'&“:"'“9“ be deemed ecessary for completing any Case, Investigation, or

Assemply,  other matter, brought before that Assembly, the same may be
referred to an adjourned Meeting thereof to be held previous to
the next Annual Assembly, but not earlier than two months
from the day of adjournment ; and the duration of such
adjourned Meeting respectively shall not exceed one week, or
continue heyond the day before the Meeting of the next Annual
Assembly, and the Majority assembled at such meetings shall
have power to complete such businese,
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ions : intments, and Proceedings
Li Resclutions, and Appoin ’ s
pecic I}II;I;:::Z; of the said Annual Assembly, shall AaaabIy th
" ””lm:.cilxcits ;vhea Journals thereof during its sittings, or as . recorded
ontere

. i d attested,
H-ull thereafter as conveniently may be, and subscribed by the and a

Yo for the time being in the presence of
.l I‘. I:\[‘lllecgsﬁg ,S ?)ctf:t?frysuch I*]nt;ry,hS»ubs(:répt,{(I)‘x:l,u:'-1113x g:ﬁt};;
tions shall not be so made before the next A e suct;
2d, subscribed, and attested by
ool ghi?lnm:zg) frzl:s;:?"a.su?ﬁ:rnexc’ Annual Assembly sh:g
i "’lnt‘ lbf’[:nd s;mh Journal so attested shall be _takenf f:;he
[ '.'l C d be evidence of the Acts and Procegdmgs 0 L,
14 As n‘nl;I AxD the said Journals of the said Assembly, Jusiady
i \F ~¢11111 ¥;cedi;g Assemblies, shall remain and -be llmfr?)}:s
‘:.“||..‘.;y (:E sﬁch person, or persons, as the Assembly sha

Lo to time direct. Aok Adbitsin
th, Tuar the Annual Assembly is herebfy ‘:E:E:’rﬁu:h:ﬁ and e:;puL
r B son or persons, of w sion o
i bm?lt}n:lrlgntptixeacherspor Migsionane@, who h.a.v‘;e %)hn-ﬁ]?:rts
""'wlv:.;’ v?gusl; recommended by a Circu{t l(guavrteﬂ&s{nzl(‘;h:fé 10 Wi
on pre 5 1 2
; like power, held accor: aries.
¢ uther )[eetl“g posFeSSCd' of " persons belOHgS, or
3 Sircuit, to which such person or p oA
| ”t- tlalﬁd(’ 1;1(;0 to inquire into and decide upon ull:er‘}"‘:gé
| ongy . s
onl visegl B S
\lluionaries ; and to admit into > i50 e ]
‘l.l n,x::;malxeld’exclude them resPec“"‘?ly f:‘O{n th?\{]?l?c:;;gc‘}}ree
| ”I” ‘""i"g Missionaries of the said Dnited lejt, erroneous
O rches, upon satisfactory evidence of Immora y'fm- acting
wlrine, deficiency of Ability, neglect of Duty, od Methodist
trary to the rules or regulations of the said United I e e
o~ b ;5. AND ALSO, from year to year, to appoin q ments of
1 rod (,!mrch_cs. 4 Soei t'e’s or Churches, and to arrange and poVes o
pupaotivo CEAE S0l nts of the Itinerant Preachers and Preachers.
nully adjust the appoiutments }o id Annual Assembly shall Timitation
\llmionaries. NEVERTHELESS the sa s et e
I have the power to a,ppomélthe ﬁa;ne :x[ltztl'leerthm three years
dBaon badtis e e G r I b s
(he wame Circuit, Society, or Church fo s as shall not be
sively, except in such extraordinary cases = S Provits
bloc ”Mb’l?%?;-thirtl of the Representatives present: Pmd iels:;:t'cting
hait wnz that the Itinerant Preachers, Missionaries, '1“ Character
| ':;h:(lq\:mt usually called Local, Preachers, and é:)e;{ g[ (jy ilx)rg}:“mc&
! uHun wh‘om’soever, who may preach or efpo?.nd R
| wd, or perform any of the Ordinances (}:1[ Ser\s 1c:: ?mher p?aces
Vorshin i any of the Chapels, Meeting- QIIHEE, [0 :
e ]:;’il:l ;fnythe said Uniteci Methodist Free (Jhul”.}':hes'.’hB t::ll
f \\'l.':;'”'“ll moral character, and shall not Px-eachd or Sxtrineys
Do trine contrary to, or at variance with, the leathl nfaid United
\rticles of Faith now believed and taught by the
/ s y is to say :—
\luthodist Free Churches, that is Doctrines to
I'iar the Sacred Secriptures of the Old and New "I‘clas?nxﬂlezg s il
H\\\ ritten under Divine Inspiration, and are a Revelatio in Chapels,

ai erfect rule of go,, of the
will of God to man, and contain a true and p Ooieasion

Pl

"
L
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Disburse-
ment of Con-
nexional
Funds.

CONSTITUTION OF

faith and practice ; and that therein are revealed the following
truths : namely,—That there is One living and true God,
infinite, eternal, unchangeable and all-glorious ; possessing
absolute perfection ; the Creator, the Preserver, and the
Sovereign of all other beings, and the proper and sole object of
all worship ; and that in the ome all-glorious Godhead, there
are three co-equal Persons, named the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, and that in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Son, the Divine and human natures are united.—That the
first man and woman were created wise, holy, happy and
immortal, and they by voluntary transgression fell from that
state, involving themselves and all their posterity in sin and
misery, became at enmity with God, prone to evil, and liable to
eternal death.—That Jesus Churist, by the grace of God, died for
every man ; and that His death was, and is, a proper Sacrifice,
sufficient Satisfaction and Atonement for the sins of the whole
world.—That the influences of the Holy Ghost are indispensably
necessary to man’s illumination, convietion, conversion, and
sanctification. That God willeth the salvation of all men ; but
that Repentance toward God and Faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ, on the part of all who are capable of them, are absolutely
requisite to salvation.—That Justification is by God’s free
grace through the atonement of Christ, and is bestowed on all
those who, renouncing all sin, trust in Christ alone for salva-
tion.—That the Holy Spirit itself bears witness in those who
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, that they are Children of God.
—That believers in Christ are born again of the Spirit, and that
it is their duty and privilege to obtain salvation from all sin, 80
that, being sanctified wholly, their whole spirit, and soul, and
body may be preserved blameless unto the coming of Christ.—
That continuance in a state of salvation depends upon continued
obedient faith in Christ : without this man falls from grace, and
may perish eternally.—That the observance of the moral law is
of perpetual obligation.—That the Soul of man is Immortal, and
ab death enters into a state of happiness or of misery.—That
there will be a Universal Resurrection of the dead, both of the
righteous and the wicked.—And that the Lord Jesus Christ will
come to judge the world in righteousness, when He will receive
His saints into eternal glory with Himself, and will condemn
the wicked to eternal punishment.

9th, THAT the said Annual Assembly is hereby authorised to
direct the application of all the General or Connexional Funds
of the said United Methodist Free Churches, which are or may
be raised, given, devisel, bequeathed, or otherwise provided for
the promulgation of the Gospel at home and abroad, for assist-
ance to Circuits, Societies, or Churches, and for other objects
and purposes of the said United Methodist Free Churches, of a
Connexional nature ; and also to manage all matters connected
with the Book Room, Publications, Connexional Property, and
Missions of the United Methodist Free Churches. ArLso to
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drange and fix the terms and conditions of _union with any I{xlxliou with
e Church, Congregation, or Society, or qunion of Churches, %il::ches.

(inpregations, or Societies, desirous of uniting with th‘e said :

I nited Methodist Free Churches 3 Arso from time to time to %‘f.‘“;fé‘ﬁ}?f,ia‘if

(linnge or alter the title or designation of the said United D?ssignation.
\lothodist Free Churches, 80 often as three-fourths in number of

(lio members of the said Annual Assembly, for two successive }

yonry, shall so decide 5 AND ALSO to appoint such Treasurers, A B%ntmenc
towards, Editors, and other Officers as may fz:om time to time © CETS.

Ii roquired, and deemed necessary, for conducting and managing

(v Connexional business and affairs of the said United ;
\lothodist Free Churches. AND ALsO from time fo time to Anp gi‘tv:;gnt
(ppoint such person or persons, Committee or Committees, ?ﬁ Cgm-

Dolegate or Delegates, with all or any of the powers and jivecs

privileges of the said Annual Assembly, or fo perform and

oxorcise any of its duties and functions during or between the

Intorval of its Annual sittings ; AND ALSO to act for and represent

(he same in the British Colonies, or in other parts out of the

lingdom or dominions of Great Britain ; ProvIDED that all Po\\;«é;‘?bg% be
uch powers shall be consistent with these presents, and shall PXe 5

Io limited and prescribed in and by the minute appointing such ]

porsons, Committees, or Delegates respectively ; NEVERTHELESS ;\ecct(;«x r(tl?ad L

ull and every the admigsions and other matters and things done Sigidd.

ind transacted by such person or persons, Delegate or Delegates,

Committee or Committees when entered in a Minute Book

provided for that purpose, and confirmed by the Annual

\nsembly, and signed by the President and Secretary for the

(ime being in the presence of two witnesses, shall be deemed

il taken to be the acts of the said Annual Assembly, to all

intents and purposes.

10th, THA® the Annual Assembly may, and it is hereby What alicra-
withorised at the end of eight years from the holding of the g:l:lse ‘i‘;i‘{h‘f
present Annual Assembly, to consider the® propriety of any constitution
nlterations in, or modifications of, the constitution of that gfthe 5
\nsembly, or in the limitation of time prescribed for the Assembly.
ippointment. of Ifinerant Preachers to the same Circuit, Society,
or Church, and so periodically at the end of every succeeding ten
years, to be computed from the end of the preceding eight years,
to reconsider the propriety of altering the present, or such
nltered or modified ~constitution or limitation ; whereupon from
time to time, if the majority of the Assembly shall judge that
any such proposed alteration or modification is requisite, then
the nature and particulars thereof shall forthwith be published,
und submitted to the consideration of the Circuits, Socxetles_, or
(Uhurches. And if two-thirds in number of the Representatives
of the said United Methodist Free Churches, assembling for two
years next following such publication, shall decide upon the
ndoption of such alterations, then the same shall be l.nade, ar}d Y
lnke effect accordingly ; PROVIDED ALWAYS that nothing herein Ilur);n‘q_:(l)g%ﬁ)le
contained shall authorise, or be construed fo authorise, the said able.
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CONSTITUTION OF

Annual Assembly, or the Itinerant Preachers, to suspend or’
expel any non-Itinerant, usually called Local Preacher, Steward,
Leader, or other Member of the said United Methodist Free
Churches, the Cirenit, Society, or Church Meetings and.
austhorities, constituted according to the custom or rule of each
such Circuit, possessing the exclusive power of suspending and
expelling all such persons ; Or whereby the doctrines of the said
United Methodist Free Churches hereinbefore stated or referred
to, shall or may be altered or controverted by the said Annual
Assembly ; Or whereby the said Assembly shall, or may become
a non-elective or self-elective body ; or whershy the right of
freely electing and sending Representatives annually as afore-
said, may be destroyed or impeded ; or whereby Ttinerant, non-
Itinerant, usually called Local Preachers, or other offieial or
private Members of the said United Methodist Free Churches
may be precluded from being elected and sent as Repre-
sentatives. AXND it is hereby declared that all Minutes and
Resolutions, Acts or Proceedings, for effecting all or any of such
prohibited purposes, shall be absolutely void and inoperative,

10a, TrAT should any Itinerant Preacher, in the judgment of
the Connexional Officers, 50 act as to cause public scandal, and
the Circuit or Church Courts should neglect or refuse to deal
with the case in accordance with Connexional regulations ; or
should the Trustees neglect or refuse to deal with the case in
accordance with the provisions of the Trust Deed, or Deeds of
the Chapels in the Cireuit to which such Itinerant Preacher is
appointed, then it shall be lawful for the President of the
Annual Assembly for the time being, with the consent of the
other Connexional officers, to require the said Preacher to
abstain from all Ministerial duties until the meeting of the
Connexional Committee nexs ensuing ; and it shall then be
lawful for the said Connexional Committee, at its discretion, to
continue his suspension from Ministerial duty until the next
Annual Ascembly, when the case shall b dealt with in
accordance with Connexional regulations.

106, THAT no Society or Church, nor the Trustees of any
Chapel or premises (settled on a Connexional Deed) shall
separate the Church, Society, or Trust estate, for any purpose
whatsoever, from the Circuit to which it belongs without the
consent of the Quarterly Meeting of that Circnit and the Annual
Assembly. Buor should any Society, Church, or Trust estate so
settled as aforesaid, be separated from a Clircuit by resolution of
the Circuit Quarterly Meeting thereof, with the consent of the
Annual Assembly, and such Society or Church be not constituted
a new Circuit, nor fully incorporated with some other Circuit,
such Society or Church and Trust premises shall be attached to
such Circuit as the Annual Assembly shall decide, through which
it shall male its numerical and other returns ; and the President
of the Annual Assembly for the time being, or any Minister
selected for that purpose by the Annual Assembly, shall stand
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e relution to such Society or Church and Trust
(il pomsess the same authority, powers, and privi-

(he Chnirman of the Quarterly Meeting and the
upervintendent Minister of a Cn:culb; and that t.he o
vmhly, or such Committee as it may entrust with Q‘fifx'fmi{ £§
linll wustain the same relations and use the same S hUahe

v i relorence to such Society, Church, or Churches, as Quarterly

i b Cirenit Quarterly Meeting 3 and shall de facto ajltgggg}g
Clonit Quarterly Meeting thereof for all and every .
seopnined in the Trust Deed or Deeds of such premises, .

\ \ti0, that if in any Circuit which does not apply for, Superinten-

\

o ini i F dent of a
Il oo ot receive, a Minister by appointment trom1 the G
| Awsembly in the usual manner, there is any Chapel, or [ooiving o

ijerty, settled on Connexional Trusts, the President of Minister in

A ' .‘-4| .|I [\‘-7“:{-‘::;‘!'};;!11‘81' t%e time being, or any Minister whom ;;hég:'l_thel‘e
sl Asgembly may select or appoint for that purpose, [° 57"

dvomed and be the Superintendent Preacher of snch property.

el whall be placed on the list of stations accor'dl.ngl o

| i il possess and exercise all the powers and p_uwlege\.s

latlon to such property which belong to the Circuit Chair-

mparintendent Preacher of a Circuit.

I'anr the Annual Assembly shall have nuthor1§y, from ggm It\??u aAys-
{ime, to make and enforce Rules or Regulations bflor enforce.
Ny it proceedings, and any Member of that Assembly, kerulations
{0 1epented admonitions, refusing to observe such Rules or f(();;l;ﬁment
dutions, may, by vote of two-thirds of the Assembl?', be‘ EpTCne
pndifiod from taking any part in‘its proceedings, AND THAT proceedings.
(Il wny Cireuit, Society, or Church, or any union of ercult.?:i How Cirouits
{ion, or Churches, comprised within, or u_mted with t}}e sai ?ndChilll,l‘dIES
{tel Mothodist Free Churches as aforesaid, becqme, in phe c’gfg:;)t %?.n
lyment of the said Annual Assembly, corrupt in doctrine, § octrine, or
lool or refuse to submit to, or to enforce the morality en- neglecting
| by the Holy Scriptures, with reference to the conduct} of fﬁi‘é“éﬁ"&"c’an
iy ol itw Preachers, Officers, or Members ; or if in any other .
tiner or matter it should so act as in the.]udgmen_t of ghe
vibly to be unfit for, or unworthy of, continued union wll)llsh
(il United Methodist Free Churches, then that Assembly
1y, hy Resolution or Minute thereof, to be approved of and
niivmed by the Annual Assembly held next after the passing
| winking of such Resolution and Minute, reque to be coln-
Lol I,Iu:'n\\'ith, or to admit its Representatives info txs
ombly 5 and from the time of such confirmation thereof, an :
il hwfore, such Cireuit, Society, or Church, or such 11111011_(;1
ity Societies, or Churches, shall cease to be connected wit
il United Methodist Free Churches, an'cl forfelt:, all ngh-ts,
jroperly, privileges, and advantages belonging or in anywise el o
jpertaining to such connection or union :—PRovap ALWAYS fm(;ne‘f,a. i
Wit 0l such Acts and Resolutions, as to the separation o_f any it o
Iy Cirenit, Society, or Church, or union of Circnits, _Socxetles,
rches or Congregations, and all Acts and Resolutions as to

\

4]
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CONSTITUTION.

the suspension or exclusion of any Ttinerant Preacher claiming
any right under this Deed, shall be binding and final, and shall
not subject or render liable the said Annual Assembly, or any
of its Officers or Members, or any Committee, or Delegate acting
ander its instructions and authority to any action or suit at Law
or in Equity. . .

192th, THAT whenever the Members of the United Methodist
TFree Churches shall not elect and send Representatives to meet
together for the purposes aforesaid, for the space of three years
successively, or when the number of Representatives elected and
sent, shall be less than twenty, for five successive yearly
Assemblies thereof, then, and in either of such events the
Annual Assembly of the said United Methodist Free Churches
shall be extinguished, and all the Chapels, lands, tenements,
hereditaments, or premises which now are, or hereafter may be,
given or conveyed upon frusts for, or for the objects of, the said
United Methodist Free Churches, shall vest in and be respec-
tively held by the Trustees or Trustee thereof, for the time being,
and their successors for ever, UPON TRUST, that such Trustees or
Trustee, or such person Or persons as may be authorised or
directed by the respective trust deeds, as the case may be, shall
from time to time appoint such person or persons to preach and
expound God’s Holy Word therein, and to have the use and
enjoyment thereof for such time and in such manner as to them
or him shall seem proper; NEVERTHELESS such person and

rsons shall be of sufficient ability, moral in conduct, and shall
preach and teach therein no, doctrines contrary to those herein
before stated or referred to.
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CIRCUIT RULES AND REGULATIONS.*

i following suggested Rules and Regulations adopted by
i \nnll:-l.l Assembly of 1895 are commended to the Churches
vl Uirenits of the Connexion :—

GENERAL PRINCIPLES.

| I'ue AurHORITY OF THE HoLY ScriPTURES.—The United

Withodist Free Churches recognise and hold, as the only and

illicient rule of faith and praetice, the Holy. Scriptures,

pecinlly the New Testament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

livint, and regard as non-essential—so far as membership with

\ (!livigtian Church is concerned—whatever is not manifestly
vujoined in those Sacred Records.

OimstIAN Docrrines.—These Churches concur in those

I trines which are generally taught in the theological writings

| the Reyv. Joux WrsLEY, and which are held by the various

Linnches of the Methodist community to be consistent with

(i Holy Scriptures ; and which also are thus summarised in
e I'oundation Deeds of the said Churches :—

‘‘That the Sacred Scriptures of the Old and New Testament were
written under Divine Inspiration, and are a revelation of the will
ol God to man, and contain a true and perfect rule of faith and
practice, and that therein are revealed the following truths : namely,—
‘I'hat there is one living and true God, infinite, eternal, unchangeable,
i all-glorious ; possessing absolute perfection ; the Creator, the
I'roserver, and the Sovereign of all other beings, and the proper and
ulo object of all worship ; and that in the one all-glorious Godhead
(here are three co-equal persons, named the Father, the Son, and the
I1oly Gthost, and that in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son,
the Divine and human natures are united. That the first man and
woman were created wise, holy, happy, and immortal, and they by

( "'.[l.i.-.n.' ())f these Rules and Regulations may he had at t‘he. Book-Room.
' o, eacn,

(6}
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voluntary transgression fell from that state, involving themselves and
all their posterify in sin and misery, became at enmity with God,
prone to evil, and liable to eternal death. That Jesus Christ, by the
Grace of God, died for every man ; and that His death was, and is, a
proper Sacrifice, sufficient Satisfaction and Atonement for the sins of
the whole world. That the influences of the Holy Ghost are indis-
pensably necessary to man’s illumination, conviction, conversion, and
sanctification. That God willeth the Salvation of all men ; but that
repentance toward God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, on the
part of all who are capable of them, are absolutely requisite to salvation.
That justification is by God’s free grace through the atonement of
Christ, and is bestowed on all those who, renouncing all sin, trust in
Christ alone for salvation. That the Holy Spirit Himself bears
witness in those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, that they are
children of God. That believers in Christ are born again of the
Spirit, and that it is their duty and privilege to obtain salvation from
all sin, so that, being sanctified wholly, their whole spirit, and soul,
and body may be preserved blameless unto the coming of Christ, That
continuance in a state of salvation depends upon continued obedient
faith in Christ ; without this man falls from grace and may perish
efernally. That the observance of the moral law is of perpetual
obligation. That the soul of man is immortal, and at death enters
into a state of happiness or of misery. That there will be a universal
resurrection of the dead, both of the righteous and the wicked, and
that the Lord Jesus Christ will come to judge the world in righteous-
ness, when he will receive His saints into eternal glory with Himself,
and will condemn the wicked to eternal punishment.” >

3. Circuir GoverNMENT.—Each Civcuit in these Churches
has, subject to the provisions of their Foundation Deeds—dated
respectively, 18th August, 1840 ; 28th July, 1881 ; and 10th
November, 1890—the right and power to govern itself, by its
Local Courts, without the interference of any external authority
in its internal and strictly local affairs.

RULES—MEMBERSHIP.

1. Coxprrion or MumBERsSHIP. — That the condition of
membership be the confession of a sincere and earnest desire
to be saved from sin through our Lord Jesus Christ, sustained
by consistent obedience to God’s Word.

2. MobE or ApMIssION INTO THE CrurcH.—That candidates
for membership be visited by the Minister or other member of
the Leaders’ Meeting, who shall be prepared to state that they
are fit and proper persons to be members; that they be on
probation for at least three months ; and that they be received
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i fully accredited members at the Leaders’ or other Meeting
ol or authorised by, the Church. {

4. Recoanition orF MeMBERS.—New Members shall be
publicly recognised and welcomed at a Communion Service,

| Juxior CuurcE MemBERS.—Ft is most desivable that
oing people should be connected with our Churches ; but
(iose under the age of 16 years should be returned only as
Hinior Church Members.

b, Tue MEeANs oF GRrACE.— Persons desiring membership
iy be received either as attending the Class Meeting, or as

wrnmental Members. All members are expected to attend
the ordinary Means of Grace, especially the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Sapper.

0. Cnuren REecister—A Church Register shall be kept by
n Uhurch Steward or some other duly appointed official, in
vhiich the names of all the members shall be recorded.

(- QUARTERLY TICKET.—A Quarterly Ticket of Membership
linll be issued to each member.

SACRAMENTAL Tickers.—That Tickets for each year be
upplied to every member; one to be given up at each
wramental Service.

U, RECEPTION 0F MEMBERS OF OTHER CHURCHES.—That any
jrson having been a fully accredited member of another
thureh, be received without probation, and publicly recognised
il Communion Service.

10, 'I‘RANSF{«:R Tickrrs.—That any member leaving the
(hurch to which he belongs, for another, should apply to his
Lwnder or Minister for a Transfer Ticket,

DISCIPLINE.

|. NEcLeEcT oF Dury.—That members neglecting the duties
jecified in the above Rules of Membership ” be dealt with
Iy the Leaders’ or other Meeting authorised by the Church at
Iln discretion.  But no sentence of suspension or expulsion can
b passed without seven clear days’ written notice of trial and
' copy in writing of the charge. ~(See No, 3 of this Section. )
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2. PERSONAL GRIEVANCES.—Personal grievances between
members should be settled in accordance with our Saviour’s
rule (Matt. xviii. 15, 16, 17).

3. INCONSISTENCY AND ImMORALITY.—If any member is
guilty of conduct inconsistent with his profession, the Leaders’
or other Meeting authorised by the Church shall appoint one

. or more of its members, who shall visit and faithfully admon-

ish him. If the inconsistency should continue after such
admonition, it shall be dealt with at the discretion of the
above-named Meeting If the case should be one of gross
immorality, or of public rumour thereof, then the aforesaid
Meeting shall investigate the allegation, and shall adjudicate
on the case. But no member shall be expelled or suspended
till he has had seven clear days’ written notice of trial, and
at the same time a copy in writing of the charge, so that he
may have a full and fair opportunity of defending himself.
Such member to have the right of appeal to the Circuit
Quarterly Meeting. :

4. BangruprcY.—Should any member take the benefit of
any Legislative Act by which he shall not pay his creditors in
full, the Leaders’, or other Meeting authorised by the Church,
shall depute two or more persons from their body, or, should
they deem proper, two or more persons who are members of
their Society, to inquire into the case, and report to the afore-
said Meeting, If any of our members who have failed in
business shall, by the blessing of God, afterwards acquire
sufficient property to enable them to pay off their former
deficiencies, they ought to do so as soon as possible.

CHURCH MEETINGS.

1. ConstirurioN or CHURcH MgeEriNG.—The Church
Meeting shall consist of persons who have been fully accre-
dited members for twelve months. The Minister, if he he
present, to be a member of the Meeting.

2. BusiNess oF CHurcE MEETING :—

(1.) Report of Leaders Meeting. —The Church Meeting
shall receive a Report from the Leaders’ Meeting,
as to all matters relating to the spiritual, numerical,
and financial condition of the Church.
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(2.) Report of Trustées.—The = Church Meeting ' shall

receive annually a Report from the Trustees. .

(3.) Reports of Sunday School, Band of Hope, CILT’L.S_l'i‘(t’IL

Endeavour Society, and other organisations.—The

Church Meeting shall receive annually a report from

the Sunday School, Band of Hope, Christian En-
deavour Scciety, and other organisations.

(1.) Election of Officers—The Church Meeting shall -elect
Officers, namely, Stewards and Auditors. (See the
Appendiz as to the duty of each Official.)

(h.) Representatives to the Circuit Quarterly Jl[e'eting.—’l‘he
Church Meeting shall elect representatives to the
Cireuit Quarterly Meeting, in the ratio of one to
.every twenty members or portion thereof.

LEADERS’ MEETINGS.

I. ConsrrrurioN.—=Leaders’ Meetings shall consist of the
[tinerant and Local: Preachers, Leaders, -Assistant Leaders,
|l the Officers of the Church, representatives of the Church
in the ratio of one to.forty members or portion thereof, and
(wo representatives of the.School. But this regulation must
Iio understood with the proviso that all, except the Itinerant
\linisters of the Circuit, must be members of the Church
for whose regulation the Leaders’ Meeting is held.

9. Time oF MerriNe.—A Leaders’ Meeting shall be held
monthly, or as often as may be necessary, for the transaction
of business. o ;

3. Business oF THE LEADERS’ MEETING :

(1.) The Leaders’ Meeting shall appoint its own Officers,

if needful. .

(2.) It shall nominate or appoint Leaders to classes. In
all cases, the classes are to be consulted, as far as
possible.

(3.) It shall receive, and disburse contribut'}ons to all
funds allocated to it by the constitution of the
Church.
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(4.) Tt shall institute inquiries in regard to the sick and
poor members of the Church, and arrange for their
visitation and relief,

(5.) It shall exercise discipline when mneedful. (See the
RBules under the head of Discipline.)

(6.) It shall recommend candidates for the Plan to the
Preachers’ Meeting.

(7.) It shall also transact any other necessary business,
and present a Report of the financial, numerical,

and spiritual state of the Church to the Church
Meeting, and Quarterly Meeting.

PREACHERS’ MEETINGS.

L. CoNsTITUTION AND OFFICERS.—The Preachers’ Meeting
shall consist of the Connexional Ministers, and TLocal
Preachers, and two representatives from the Quarterly
Meeting. Tt shall elect its own Secretary,

2. TiME oF MEETING.—It shall meet at such times as shall
be stated on the Preachers’ Plan, or as shall be notified by
the Chairman and the Secretary of the Preachers’ Meeting.

3. BUSINESS OF THE PREACHERS MEETING :

(L) It shall make inquiries as to the acceptability and
character of the Preachers, In case of any charge,

the rules under the head of “ Discipline ” are to be
observed, ’

(2.) It shall investigate cases, if any, of neglected appoint-
ments,

(3.) It shall receive and consider recommendations of
persons for the Preachers’ Plan, or as Exhorters, and
also of candidates for the Ministry,

(4.) It shall examine Probationers for full Plan.

(5.) It shall consider such alterations as may be needful in
the Preachers’ Plan.

(6.) It shall consider schemes of usefulness lying within the

province of the Preachers’ Meeting throughout the
Circuit,.

3
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(7.) It shall consider. ‘the training and the best means for
; promoting the efficiency of the Preachers. o
; the Circuit Quarterly
b ; shall present~a Report to » Qu
il I&;Zting, which is the highest authority in the
Cireuit, for its adoption or otherwise.

CIRCUIT QUARTERLY MEETINGS.

|. Constrrurion.—The Circuit® Quarterly l\i[;:letingc us‘ix:ﬂtl;
nsist of the Connexional Ministg:‘s, Locfzj.lﬂI:re%(i1 :lr:iles 2
COTISIE & : e : :
Mlicers, Leaders, and all the Officers o Hote
:.-Ill,lx(-(isl(;’xtative from each Sundﬁy gphogi, :122@115& :,‘l?gu:-:.?ilo
atives of all the Churches of the Circuit, el ‘
: .tl'“:):lta ot:o‘1 every twenty members or portion the;eorfl.lem]%:;:
{his regulation is made with the proviso that;feve ); i
of the (311al-terly Meeting must be a member of som
in the Circuit. :
9. BusiNEss OF THE QUARTERLY MEETING : o
(L) The Circuit Quarterly Meebilng tihallcfuzlllllix:llévﬁiz;z
. a Chairman, Stewards, and other .l.l' ) Posks
'}‘hg (a)"hairm;n to presi’de over :-111 Circuit Meetings
at which he may be present. ¥
(2.) The Circuit Quarterly Meeting i‘ha& haav(ﬁn?ilseioglbor
. 0 determine the question o e )
z?ccluzion of any Society or Chm_'ch., subject to t}.he
rovisions of the before-n)entloneq Founda }01;
%eeds and the Trust Deeds ;f .péenfls;es ol;el((})lxl)ﬁiléi
h Society or Church. Any Society
:l(iastur(;my be ex)::luded has the right of appeal to the
Annual Assembly.
(3.) It shall invite Itinerant Ministers.
(4.) Tt shall receive, and disburse Circuit moneys. ;
(5.) Tt shall appoint the (Clireuit * Plan-making :}?fl o]:, e::s)’
x Committees. The Secretary of the Preac
Meeting to be a member of the Plan Committee.
(=]

6.) It shall consider and decide on all Fe{:otl?nlendatxons
2 of candidates for the Connexional Ministry.
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(7.) It shall appoint re[-Jresenta.tives to District Meetings

and Annual Assemblies.

(8.) It shall receive and adopt ‘or otherwise the Reports
of the Preachers’ Meeting, and of Circuit Com-
mittees. :

(9.) It shall regulate the appointments of Connexional
Ministers,

(10.) It shall investigate any charge brought against any
Connexional Minister ; such investigation to be-con-
ducted in accordance with Connexional regulations,
and the previous regulations as to Discipline.

(11.) Tt shall consider the spiritual, financial, and numerical

condition of the Churches in the Circuit, and shall
receive a Report annually from each Trust Estate.
It is also advisable that a Report should be presented

~ annually from each Sunday School to the Quarterly
Meeting; and that the Circuit Minister or other
member of the Quarterly Meeting should be appointed
a member of each Teachers’ Meeting.

CIRCUIT COMMITTEES.

L. ConsrirurioN.—The Circuit Committee shall consist of
the Conmexional Ministers, Circuit Officers, and also repre-
sentatives of the various Churches in the Circuit. The pro-
_portion of such' representatives shall be fixed by the Circuit
Quarterly Meeting.

" :
2. Business or mne Circuir COMMITTEE -

(1.) It shall tramsact any business remitted to it by the
Circuit Quarterly Meeting.

(2.) It shall . attend to urgent business between one
Quarterly Meeting and another.

(3.) It shall prepare business for the next Quarterly
Meeting.

(+.) It shall also submit its Minutes to the Quarterly
Meeting for adoption or otherwise.

o
ot
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STANDING ORDERS.

. Tan MAJORITY Princrere.—All  Questions 'shall be
decided by the majority of those.present and voting at a
meeting.  The Chairman to have a vote, and also a casting

vote.

2. ArreratioN oF Rurks.—No Rule shall be altered or
wmnulled, nor any rule added, except at a _Circuit; Quartgrly
Vlceting, and after written notice has been given at a previous
(Quarterly Meeting.

3. Tue Baunor.—In all cases, the ballot should be resgrted
(0 when one-fourth of the members of the Meeting desire it.

|. Rurgs or DgpaTE.—For Rules of Debate, see the
‘Standing Orders” of the Annual Assembly, in the printed
Minutes.

CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS.

|. Baprisa.—The rites enjoined upon us by the words
md example of our Lord and His Apostles are few and
imple : but they are significant and- binding.  Parents
hould feel it to be both a duty and a privilege to dedicate
(heir children to God in baptism ; both parents, if possible,
heing present.

2. Tae Lorp’s Suprer.—Every member of our Churc]l(fs
hould feel that it is binding upon him to attend the Lord’s
Hupper, commended to us, as it was, by the injunction of our.
Hiviour just before His crucifixion : “ Do this in remembrance

of Me.” ; _

5. Svstemamic Givine.—We would commend to all our
members -the duty of systematic giving, in proportion as God
lins  blessed - them. It is, the habits of our llfg, rather
than occasional acts, which both express and form the
character. It is the duty of every member to render hn‘ar.l-
cinl support to the Church of which he is a membel:. _This
duty is specially binding on the members of all free Cln-xstmp
(‘hurches. -

[. CuristiaNy LaBour.—Every member of the Church ought
(o devote a portion of his spare time to some department
of C‘hristian work, and to seek the salvation of souls.
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5. CoNNex1oNAL INsTITUTIONS.—We would also impress
upon our members the duties of supporting Connexional
Institutions, especially the Mission Fund, by their prayers,
their efforts, and their benefactions. We are always more
interested in that in which we ourselves have invested.
Much more could be done for the extension of the Kingdom of
Christ if the energies of our Committees and officials were
set free by greater liberality on the part of the members of our
Connexion.

APPENDIX.

Tae CARE oF THE YOUNG.

All children have a special claim to the supervision and
care of God’s people.

Arrangements should be made by every Church for the
formation and maintenance of :—

1. A Sunday School.

2. Junior Society Classes.

3. Young People’s Christian Bands.

4. Bands of Hope.

5. Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavour, or other

organisations.

It is important that the distinctly spiritual purpose of
these meetings shall always be kept in view, and no effort
should be spared to make them bright and interesting.

DUTIES OF OFFICERS.

I.—Circuir CHAIRMAN.

The Circuit Chairman shall preside over all Circuit Meetings
at which he may be present, and shall divect the proceed-
ings thereof in harmony with the preceding Rules and
Regulations. }

II.—CIrReUIT STEWARDS.

1. To see that all preliminary arrangements are made for
holding the Quarterly and Special Circuit Meetings.
2. To receive the money from the Church Stewards, and

disburse the same under the direction of the Circuit Quar-

terly Meeting.
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3. To enter all receipts and payments in the Circuit Account
ltook ; duly balance their Accounts every quarter, and
present them to the Clircuit Quarterly Meeting. These
Accounts to be annually audited.

4. To see to the furnishing and other details connected with
(he houses of the Circuit Ministers.

III.—CirculT SECRETARY.

I. To arrange the programme of the business to be brought
hofore the Quarterly and Circuit Committee Meetings.

9. To keep a record of the business of the Quarterly and
(fircuit Committee Meetings, and of all Committees appointed
hy such Meetings, unless a special Secretary is elected.

3. To see that all the Minutes of these meetings are duly
nttended to. :

IV.—CHURCH STEWARDS AND SECRETARIES.

1. To attend the Leaders’ and Church Meetings, and keep
Minutes of the proceedings thereof.

2. To prepare notices, arrange for due publication of those
which have received their sanction, and of all Church and
other meetings, religious ordinances, and services, and to take
carve that due provision be made for the same.

3. To take charge of the Offertory ; to see that all collections
for Special Funds are handed to the proper officials ; to receive
from the Leaders the contributions of the members, and pay
the moneys received with any other subscriptions for the
(ircuit Fund to the Circuit Stewards before the Quarterly
Meeting, It is desirable that collections of all kinds should
be counted in the presence of at least two officers, and at once
entered in a book provided for the purpose.

4. To keep the Church Register, and to supply new members
with a copy of the Circuit Rules on application.

5. And generally, to act under the direction of the Leaders’
Meeting. ;

6. Church Stewards are in some cases designated Church
Treasurers and Secretaries. ;
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V.—PoOR STEWARDS.

1. To secure the due announcement of the Lord’s Supper
and the Lovefeast, and to make suitable provision for the
same. ; :

2. To receive grants from the Leaders’ Meeting for' the
relief of the poor, and dispense them as directed by the.
Meeting. '

VI.—LEADERS. °

Leaders are appointed to take the spiritual oversight and
divection of the members of the Church. Those having
charge of classes should meet them punctually each week “for:
fellowship, instruction, and counsel. '

A7l Leaders, conducting classes or otherwise, should—

1. Personally or by their assistant visit their members
once per quarter, and sick members as often as convenient.

9. Encourage them to attend regularly the social means
of grace, Sunday and week-day. '

3. Encourage their members, as a religious duty,, to con-
tribute, according to their ability, to the funds established
for sustaining Divine Ordinances and extending the Kingdom
of God. :

4. Pay members’ subscriptions quarterly to the Church:
Stewards.

5. Attend and inform the Leaders’ Meeting of the names:
of persons to be received on probation, or into full member-
ship, or to be removed from the register; they should also
report on any case of poverty, sickness, or death.

VII.—TrUsTEE OR CHAPEL STEWARDS.

1. They have charge of the House of God an<: the rooms
qttached to it, as representatives of the Trustees. '

9. They let the pews and sittings, and make collections:
for the Trust. :

3. They see that the Chapel, School, Vestries, &ec., are
properly cleaned, warmed, lighted, and ventilated. -

4. They, as divected by the Trustees, must keep the
premises in good condition, and take the oversight an
direction of the Chapel Keeper.
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[Harrison, Lincoln.

Rev. H. T. CHAPMAN
(General Missionary Secretary).

ANNUAL ASSEMBLIES.

From year to year, in the month of July, the United Methodist
Free Churches hold Connexional Meetings for the transaction
of Connexional business. These Connexional meetings are
called Annual Assemblies.

The Annual Assembly, in dealing with business of a purely
Connexional character, answers to the various Conferences of
Methodism ; but in the manner in which it is constituted, it
stands alone. Amongst the Wesleyans, the “Legal Hundred,” as
it is called, is the legal Conference. Other ministers are allowed
to join in its deliberations. TLaymen also are admitted in equal
numbers to take part in financial questions; but all decisions
must be confirmed by the “Legal Hundred,” or they are
invalid: The Methodist New Connexion Conference is
composed of Ministers and Laymen in equal proportions ; the
Laymen being freely elected by the Circuit Quarterly Meetings. d
They have also twenty-four life-long members of the Con-
ference, twelve Ministers and twelve Laymen, called Guardian
Rep” " _tatives; six of whom must be present at every Confer-
ence, to give validity to its proceedings. The District Meetings
and Conferences of the Primitive Methodists are made up in
the proportion of one Minister to two Laymen. The Laymen
are freely elected by the Circuit Quarterly Meetings to attend
the District Meetings ; and both Ministers and Laymen are
freely elected by the District Meetings to attend the Con-
ference. They have also twelve “ Deed Poll ” Members of the
Conference, eight Laymen and four Ministers. The difference
hetween the mode of constituting these Conferences and the
mode of constituting the Annual Assembly of the United
Methodist Free Churches will be seen in the fact, that the
Annual Assembly has only four ez-officio members—viz., the
I’resident, the Cennexional Secretary, the Corresponding Sec-
rotary, and the Connexional Treasurer, called Connexional
Oflicers, of the previous year; this minimum of ex-officio

SEVEN CONNEXIONAL OFFICERS.
Rev. EDWARD BOADEN
(General Chapel Secretary).

£ 6

Rey. THOMAS SHERWOOD
(Principal Theological College).

From a Photo. byl
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IV.—MEMORIAL COMMITTEE.

This Committee usually consists of five or six Members,
including the Convener. Its business is to consider com-
munications addressed to the Assembly on Educational, Social,
Philanthropic, and other questions of public interest ; prepare
suitable answers to the same, and report.

V.—SCRUTINEERS.

This Committee usually consists of ten or twelve Members,
including a Convener. Its work is to distribute, collect,
examine, and report on all voting papers issued by the Annual
Assembly, for the election of Committees.

VI.—ApDRrESS To THE CHURCHES.
The Committee to prepare this Address has, of late years,

been a Committee of one; in olden fimes it consisted of two. -

The election is made by the Annual Assembly, on the motion
of the Connexional Secrefary. Since 1881, the Connexional
Secretary of the preceding year has anticipated the action of
the Assembly, and asked some brother to undertake the task,
and supplied him with an advance copy of the Numerical
Returns, and such other information as might be of use.

SUB-SECRETARIES.

Sub-Secretaries are appointed by the Annual Assembly, on
the motion of the Connexional Secretary. It is usual for his
motion to be adopted without challenge. This is only reason-
able, seeing that as chief, he is responsible for their work.
They act under his direction in drafting or copying resolutions,
reading communications to the Assembly, writing letters,
taking minutes of the proceedings of the Assembly, and
entering them in the Minute-Book, preparing copy for the
Printed Minutes, &e., & The character of their work may
materially affect, for good or ill, the work of the principal.
As a rule, however, the credit or discredit of their combined
work is regarded as common property.

The following is a complete list. of the names of the Sub-
Secretaries, so far as they have appeared in the Printed

Minutes :—
. /
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1836 Rev. J. Peters, 1.

1837 :

1838 Rev. J. 8. Nightingale, 1; Mr. C. Arthur, 1,

1839 Mr, John Kipling, 1.

1840 Revs. H. Breeden, 1 ; M. Beswick, 1 ; Mxr. J. Kipling, 2.

1841 Rev. H. Breeden, 2 ; Mr. G. Turton, 1.

1842 Revs, H. Breeden, 8; J. 8. Nightingale, 2 ; Messrs. G. Tuorton, 2;
‘W. Morcom, 1. - .

1843 Revs. H. Breeden, 4 ; M, Beswick, 2; Messrs. G. Turton, 3 ; John*
‘Wright, 1.

1844 Revs. H. Breeden, 5; M. Beswick, 3; J. Woolstenholme, 1; J. W.
Gilchrist, 1. -

1845 Revs. H. Breeden, 6 ; M. Beswick, 4 ; Edward Wright, 1.

1846 Revs. E. Darke, 1 ; J. W. Gilchrist, 2 ; E. Wright, 2.

1847 Revs. E. Darke, 2 ; M. Beswick, 5; Mr. .J. Wright, 2.

1848 Revs, K. Darke, 3 ; T. Ellery, 1; Mr. G. Turton, 4.

1849 Reyv. E. Darke, 4 ; Mr. E. W. Buckley, 1.

1850 Revs. E. Darke, 5 ; D. Rutherford, 1 ; Mr. J. Wright, 3.

- 1851 Revs. B. Darke, 6 ; M. Beswick, 6.

1852 Revs. E. Darke, 7 ; G. Smith, 1.

1853 Revs. W. Reed, 1 ; E. Wright, 3 ; M. Beswick, 7.

1854 Revs. G. Smith, 2 ; K. Wright, 4 ; S. S. Barton, 1.

1855 Revs. G. Smith, 8 ; M. Beswick, 8.

1856 Rev. G. Smith, 4 ; Mr. C. Arthur, 2.

1857 Rev. T, A. Bayley, 1; Mr. J. Benson, 1.

1858 Revs. T. A. Bayley, 2 ; R. Chew, 1 ; E. Wright, 5 ; Mr. J. Benson, 2.

1859 Revs. W. Reed, 2 ; T. Hacking, 1 ; E. Wright, 6.

1860 Revs. J. Colman, 1 ; M. Miller, 1; E. Pearson, 1; T. Newton, 1.

1861 Revs. T. A. Bayley, 3; E. Boaden, 1; R. Bushell, 1; J. Kirsop. 1.

1862 Revs. T. Hacking, 2 ; E. Pearson, 2 ; E. Boaden, 2 ; J. Kirsop, 2.

1863 Revs. T. Hacking, 3 ; 1. Boaden, 3 ; Messrs. J. Benson, 3 ; and J.
H. Crosfield, 1.

1864 Revs. R. Chew, 2; E. Pearson, 8; Messrs. J. Beads, 1; and J.
Spray, 1.

1865 Revs. R. Chew, 3 ; Edwin Wright, 1 ; Messrs. J. Harrison, 1 ; and
J. Colam, 1. '

1866 Revs. J. Colman. 2 ; R. Bushell, 2; A. Hands, 1 ; Mxr. J. Harrison, 2.

1867 Revs. J. Mather, 1; S. Macfarlane, 1; J. Adeock, 1; Mr. J.

Unwin, 1.

1868 Revs. J. Mather, 2; J. Adcock, 2; M. T. Myers, 1; Mr. J. C.
Yewdall, 1.

1869 Revs. T. M. Booth, 1; W. Boyden, 1; A. Holliday, 1; Mr. R.
Wells, 1. ¥

1870 Revs. A. Holliday, 2; S. Chester, 1; W. R. Sunman, 1; Mr. J.
Harrison, 8.
1871 Revs. W. Boyden, 2; T. B. Saul, 1; W, R. Sunman, 2; Mr. R.

Reay, 1.

1872 Revs. 8. Chester, 2 ; W. R. Sunman, 8; W, O. Lilley, 1 ; Mr. J.
Baron, 1.

1873 Revs. W. Boyden, 3 ; T. B. Saul, 2; W. R. Sunman, 4 ; Messrs. J. T.
Iles, 1 ; and W. Eyre, 1. '
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1874 Revs.’S. Chester, 3; E. D. Green, 1; S. Wright, 1; Mr. W. E.
Holt, 1.

1875 Revs. S. Chester, 4; E. D. Green, 2; J. S. Balmer, 1; Mr. J.
‘Wilson, 1. )

1876 Revs. S. Wright, 2 ; G. Hargreaves, 1; J. C. Brewitt, 1; Mr. R.
Bird, 1. ; g

1877 Revs. E. Askew, 1 ; T. B. Saul, 3 ; E. Tebb, 1 ; S. K. Hocking, 1 ;
Mr. W. Lord, 1. 4 ‘

1878 Revs. E. Askew, 2; G. Hargreaves, 2 ; T. B. Saul, 4 ; E. J. Travis,
1; S. Wright, 3. | 4 ;

1879 Revs. E. Askew, 3 ; G. Hargreaves, 3 ; E. J. Travis, 2 ; G. Whaite,
1 ; Mr. D. Marshall, 1.

1880 Revs. K. J. Travis, 3 ; B. Tebb, 2; T. Sherwood, 1 ; H. T. Chapman,
1; Mr. C. W. Schofield, 1. !

1881 Revs. E. Tebb, 8 ; T. Sherwood, 2 ; H. T. Chapman, 2; R. Brewin,

1; Mr. G. Chapman, 1.

1882 Revs, B. Tebb, 4 ; A. Crombie, 1 ; J. F. Barnard, 1 ; H. T. Chapman,
3 ; Mr. W. Eyre, 2.

1888 Revs. J. F. Barnard, 2 ; H. T. Chapman, 4 ; J. Truscott, 1; Jabez
King, 1 ; Mr. G. Ibberson, 1. g

1884 Revs. J. F. Barnard, 3; H. T. Chapman, 5; E. D, Cornish, 1;
Jabez King, 2 ; Mr. G. Ibberson, 2, ;

1885 Revs. E. Tebb, 5 ; H. T. Chapman, 6 ; Jabez King, 3 ; J. F. Bar-
nard, 4 ; Mr. J. Humphrey, 1.

1886 Revs. E. Tebb, 6 ; H. Holgate, 1 ; Jabez King, 4 ; J, F. Barnard,
53 M. J. C. Dixon, 1. :

1887 Revs. J. F. Barnard, 6 ; R. Brewin, 2 ; H. T. Chapman, 7 ; Jabez
King, 5; Mr. T. H. Fleming, 1.

1888 Revs, 7T Barnard, 7 ; H. T. Chapman, 8 ; Jabez King, 6 ; W. H. C.
Harris, 1 ; Mr. J. B. Swallow, 1.

1889 Revs. S. Wright, 4 ; E. D. Cornish, 2 ; J. F. Barnard, 8; Jabez
King,-7 ; Mr. T. H. Fleming, 2.

1890 Revs. J. K. Barnard, 9 ; R. Brewin, 3; G. Lowndes, 1; James
Roberts, 1 ; Mr. H. P. Vivian, 1,

1891 Revs. J. F Barnard, 10'; R. Brewin, 4 ; G. Lowndes, 2; Mr. C. W.
Dawson, 1. .

1892 Revs. G. Lowndes, 3 ; F. Lamb, 1 ; B. J. Tungate, 1; E. Hall, 1;
Mr. H. J. Hart, 1. ¢ %

1893 Revs. ¥. Lamb, 2; J. F. Lawis, 1; T. J. Dickinson, 1; B. J.
Tungate, 2 ; Mr. S. Bayley, 1. 5

1894 Revs. 1g<‘ Lamb, 3 ; G. W{:aiyte, 2 ; B. J. Tungate, 3 ; W. C. Rank,
1; Mr. J. Godfrey, 1.

1895 Revé. G. Whaite, 33;" F. Lamb, 4; B. J. Tungate, 4 ; W. C. Rank,

. 23 Mr. R. Mason, 1.

1896 Revs. G. Whaite, 4 ; W. Locke Smith, 1; W. C. Rank, 3 ; H.
Hooks, 1 ; Mr. H., G. Whyatt, 1. . :

1897 Revs. G. Whaite, 5 ; B. J. Tungate, 5 ; W. C. Rank, 4 ; H. Hooks,
2 ; Mr. T.. Townend, 1. ,

1898 Revs. G. Whaite, 6 ; W. L. Smith, 2; S. F. Waterhouse, 1; H.
Mann, 1 ; Mr. Alfred J. Smith, 1.
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STANDI_NG ORDERS.
(A.) Rules of Debate.

I.—A¢t the request of the President, all motions and amend-
ments must be reduced to writing and signed by the mover.

IT.—No brother shall be allowed to withdraw his motion or
amendment without the consent of the Assembly.

IIT.—When the vote is taken on a motion or amendment,
the negative as well as the affirmative shall be put.

IV.—Only one amendment shall be under discussion at the
same time. When an amendment is adopted it shall take the

" place of the substantive motion, and its mover shall have the

same right of reply as the mover of the original motion. When
an amendment is disposed of, either by being adopted or
rejected, other amendments of which notice had been given
before the reply on the original motion, shall be brought
forward, and dealt with on the same principle, in the order
of notice.

V.—No brother shall make more than one speech on the
same motion or amendment, except the brother who has the
right of reply; but his replies to amendments must be his
only speeches thereon, and must be confined strictly to answer-
ing objections ; when given, the vote shall be taken.

VI.—No brother who has spoken on the subject before the
House shall have the right to move or second the order of the
day, or the previous question. When such motion is proposed
and seconded, it must be put without speeches or discussion.

VII.—The President shall have a casting vote in addition
to his vote as a member of the Assembly.

VIIL.—Any brother not satisfied with the declaration of the
President respecting any vote taken, may call for a division
of the House.

(B.) Zlection of Conmeaional and other Officers.

I.—The President, Connexional Secretary, Corresponding
Secretary, Connexional Treasurer, General Missionary Secre-
tary, the Principal of the Theological Institute, the Editors
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of the Magazines, the Book Steward; the Chapel Secretary,
the Chapel Treasurer, and all other Secretaries and Treasurers of
a Connexional character, appointed by the Annual Assembly,
shall be elected by an absolute majority of the votes given
by its members.

TI.—Tf, when the vote has been taken, it be found that no
brother has the required majority, the two brethren having
the highest number of votes shall again be submitted to the
Assembly. The brother then having the largest number of
votes shall be declared by the President to be duly elected.

(C.) Votes of Thanks.

. Votes of Thanks shall be accorded to various Officials and
Committees, as follows, viz :—one vote to the President,
one to the other Connexional Officers and General Missionary
Secretary combined, one to the Connexional Committee, one
to the Foreign Missionary Committee, and one to the Com-
mittee and Officers of each other Institution or Fund.

(D.) Communications on questions usually considered by
Committees.

Communications addressed to the Annual Assembly on
questions usually considered by Committees shall, without
being read to the Assembly, be forwarded to those Commit-
tees; but, if called for, they must be read when the reports
to which they relate are presented.

(E.) Minutes of the Connexional Commatice.

In lieu of reading the Minutes of the Connexional Committee
in full to the Annual Assembly, the following method shall be
adopted :—

I.—Appointments of ministers to Circuits made by the
Committee shall be reported to the Assembly
through the Stationing Committee.

II.—Proposed grants from the Connexional Fund in aid of
Circuits shall be reported to the Annual Assembly
through the Finance Committee.

III.—Proposed new legislation, when practicable, shall be _

printed and placed in the hands of the Members
of the Annual Assembly.
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IV.—Only Minutes of general interest, which are not thus
reported on, shall be read in full to the Annual
Assembly, unless others are called for.

(F.) Minutes of the Missionary Commitice.

- All Minutes of the Missionary Committee necessary to a full
understanding of the state of our Missions, and their administra-
tion, shall be read to the Annual Assembly; but all entries of
a merely formal or routine character, and Minutes of cases
which ave still sub judice, shall be omitted.

(G.) Minutes of the Chapel and other Committees.

Condensed Reports of the Chapel and Superannuation Com-
mittee, the Book Room, London Chapel Extension Fund and
Temperance League Committees, the Governing bodies of the
Theological Institute and Ashville College, Connexional
Evangelism, Young People’s Committee, and Bowron House
shall be presented to the Annual Assembly ; special prominence
being given to those questions requiring the judgment of the
Assembly. Such reports shall be prepared by the several
Secretaries or other person or persons appointed, and, when
practicable, approved by the respective Committees.

(H.) Reports on Financial Questions.

Statements of Income and Expenditure of the various Con-
nexional Funds shall be printed and placed in the hands of the
Members of the Annual Assembly, at an early stage of its
sittings ; and these shall, in the main, constitute the Reports
of Committees on financial questions.

(1.) Menisterial Character and Status.

Matters relating to ministerial character and status shall,
unless otherwise determined, be considered on the Friday after
the opening of the Annual Assembly. Every effort shall be
made by the Connexional Officers to minimise the work of the
Assembly with closed doors.

The following questions shall be asked in lieu of the names
of all the ministers being read to the Assembly :—
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I.—What ministers have died during the year?*

II.—What ministers have withdrawn or ceased to be
recognised ?

III.—What ministers, in Full Connexion or on probation,
have had notice of charge or objection brought against them ?

IV.—What ministers desire now to become permanent or
temporary supernumeraries ?

V.—What ministers are now to be received into Full
Connexion ? -

VI.—What ministers remain on probation ?

VIL.—What brethren are now to be admitted on probation ?

1. What brethren from the Theological Institute ?

9. What brethren who have served their provisional year ?
VIIL.—What students remain in the Theological Institute?
N.B.—The Connexional Secretary shall prepare a list of the

names to be submitted under the several questions to the
Annual Assembly, and present them, unless otherwise deter-
mined, in alphabetical order. Memoirs and resolutions to be
prepared beforehand, if possible, under the direction of the
Connexional Officers. :

(J.) Voting Papers.

T.—As far as convenient, voting papers shall be distributed
at the close of one Session and collected at the next, at such
time as may have been determined by the Connexional Officers
or Annual Assembly.

II.—Voting papers for Committees shall be retained in the
custody of the Connexional Secretary. Surplus copies to be
provided, to enable the members of the Assembly to record the
results of voting.

# Resolutions relating to supernumeraries and deceased ministers shall
be previously prepared and read to the Assembly for its approval, and
movers and seconders shall be appointed ; but speeches and the adoption of
the Resolutions shall be deferred, unless otherwise arranged, until the
following day. The President, at his discretion, may call on any brother
to support the Resolution, and give variety to the proceedings by introducing
devotional exercises. When a minister dies, his colleague, or a Circuit
officer, shall be expected to furnish the Connexional Secretary, as early as”
possible, with official information of the event.

o —
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(K.) Circuits wishing to discontinue a Minister’s Services.

Tt is a full understanding, to be honourably observed,
between the Circuits and the Annual Assembly, that when any
Cireuit has a minister appointed to it by the Annual Assembly,
whether as Superintendent or otherwise, at the request of the
Circuit, such Circuit shall not dispense with the services of a
minister without giving a year’s written notice to the Annual
Assembly of its intention to.do so, nor until the Annual
Assembly shall consent thereto.

SpANDING ORDER FOR COLLECTION OF CONNEXIONAL Fuxps.
EBarlier Closing of the Finamcial Year.

Tt was resolved, at the Annual Assembly of 1887, that after
the Assembly of 1888, the Financial Year shall close on 30th
April. The earnest attention of the Churches is called to this
important resolution ; and -to carry it out Collections should
be made and Subscriptions obtained for Connexional Funds
early in the Connexional Year.
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DISTRICT MEETINGS.

Districr Meetings were the direct and immediate outcome of
amalgamation. This will be seen from the fact that the
Annual Assembly of 1857 affirmed that, in its judgment, the
establishment of District Meetings throughout the Connexion
would be promotive of the interests of the amalgamated body,
and referred it to a committee of twelve persons to consider in
what manner District Meetings should be formed, and what
their functions should be, and report to the Annual Assembly.
The following brethren constituted that committee :—Revs,
M. Baxter, J. Molineux, W. Patterson, J. Peters, W. Reed ;
Messrs. J. Benson, C. Cheetham, J. Chipchase, J. Cuthbertson,
J. Green, J. Massingham, and W. Whiteley.

That committee, in due course, presented its report, and the
Circuits were formed into Districts, and a District Meeting
scheme was adopted, which was made to take effect immedi-
ately. Since that time, the functions of District Meetings
have been steadily on the increase, and will continue to
increase in proportion to the efficiency of the work done by
them.

DISTRICT MEETING REGULATIONS.

As amended by Annual Assemblies of 1893, 1894, 1897,
and 1898,

(1.) District Meetings, When to be Held.

Where practicable, District Meetings shall be held twice a
year, viz.: in autumn and spring. The Autumnal Meeting
shall be held in the month of October, and the Spring Meeting
between 15th and 3lst May. Within the limits thus
specified, the meetings may be held as determined by the
districts.

N.B.—At the Annual Assembly of 1893, a special dis-
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pensation was granted, on account of local conditions, to the
Lincoln District, by which that district is enabled to hold
its Spring Meeting between the 9th and 3lst days of May in
each year. ;

(2.) Members of District Meetings.

District Meetings shall be composed of the following

persons :—

(1.) Representatives elected by the Circuit ; Qu‘arbe}'ly
Meetings on the following scale :—A Circuit with
less than 200 members, one representative; 200
members (but under 500), two representatives ; 500
members (but under 1000), three representatives;
1000 or more members, four representatives,

(2.) The District Chairman, Secretary, Financial Secretary,
Treasurver, Temperance League Secretary, and
Temperance Treasurer, Young People’s Secretary ;
and the following who may be resident in the
District, viz.:—Supernumerary Ministers, Members of
the Connexional, Missionary, and Chapel Committees,
and such officials as by Connexional Regulations are
eligible for election by any Circuit as representatives
to the Annual Assembly. The Secretaries of the
London Chapel Extension Fund and Bowron House,
ghall also be members of the London District
Meeting. Home Mission Stations, which are not
entitled to take part in the election of representatives
of their own by a Circuit to a District Meeting, are
allowed to elect a representative of their own, in
accordance with the Connexional Regulations bear-
ing on the election of representatives to District
Meetings.

(8.) Business of District Meetings.

The business of District Meetings shall be to consid.er and
report, as need be on the following and other guestions of
Connexional interest :—

(1.) The Numerical and Spiritual state of the Circuits
of the District.
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(2.) Proposals for the division, union, or re-arrangement
of Circuits in the District.

(3) Circuit Abstract Reports concerning Collections

and Subscriptions for Connexional Institutions
and Funds. '

(4.) Mission Fund.

(B.) Chapel Relief Fund.

(C.) Preachers’ Children’s Fund.

(D.) Superannuation and Beneficent Fund.

(Z.) Theological Institute,

(#.) Temperance League.

(G.) London Chapel Extension Fund.

(4.) Other Connexional Institutions or Funds,
the income of which is presented in District
form in the Printed Minutes of the Annual
Assembly.

(4.) Applications for aid from Connexional Funds.
(4.) Mission Fund.
: (B.) Chapel Relief Fund.
(C.) Chapel Loan Fund.
(D.) Sunday School Fund.

(.) Reports of the death of Connexional Ministers in the
District, with suggestions to the Connexional Officers,
for the preparation of Memoirs for insertion in the
printed Minutes of the Annual Assembly.

(6.) Application of Candidates for the Connexional Ministry,
whether for immediate entrance on the work or
for admission into the Theological Institute.

&N.B.—Candidates shall furnish the District Secretary with a
Manuscript Sermon four weeks before the holding of
the District Meeting, preach a trial Sermon, and
undergo an Oral Examination before the District
Meeting, or before such Committee as the District
Meeting may, from time to time, appoint for that
purpose.  This Examination to be left to the
District Meeting; but it is recommended that
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stress be laid upon personal piety, educational attain-
ments, soundness of health, ability to preach, and
power to work ; and that no candidate be allowed to
pass, at this stage, unless the District Meeting
be satisfied that he possess the above-named qualifica-
tions.

* (7.) To aid Circuits, as far as may be mutually convenient,
in the holding of Missionary and Evangelistic
Services, and afford counsel in circumstances of
difficulty.

(8.) To offer suggestions to the Connexional and other
Committees, and to the Annual Assembly, on any
questions affecting the welfare of the Churches.

(9.) To assist in' carrying out Connexional Regulations in
the District.

(10.) In harmony with the general principles and aims of
the Connexion, to take up any questions tending to
the spread of righteousness and godliness in the
world.

(4.) District Officers and their Functions,

Each District shall have a Chairman, Secretary, Financial
Secretary, Treasurer, Temperance League Secretary, and .
Temperance Treasurer if desired, and Young People’s Secre-
tary; their election shall take place at the May Meetings.
The appointment to be for one year. The brethren appointed
shall enter upon their duties at the close of the ensuing Annual
Assembly. The names of the brethren to be sent to the
Connexional Secretary for insertion in the Printed Minutes of
the Annual Assembly. The places of Officers who may prove
wnable or unwilling to act shall be filled up by the Meeting
held next after that at which the appointment was made.
Assistant District Officers may be appointed as needful.

The functions of the District Officers to be as follows :—

(1) Chairman.

The Chairman shall take part with the Secretary and
Financial Secretary in examining the Certificates
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of the Representatives, and constituting the District
Meetings ; he shall preside over their deliberations,
and conduct, when practicable, the Examination of
Candidates for the Connexional Ministry.

(2) Secretary.

The Secretary shall convene the Districc Meetings ;
collect and tabulate the Numerical Returns, submit
them to the Meeting, and forward them to the
Connexional Secretary; and the General Secretary
of the Young People’s Committee respectively ; take
Minutes of proceedings, and make every reasonable
endeavour to secure due attention to the same.

(3) Financial Secretary.

The Financial Secretary shall collect and tabulate all
Financial and Chapel Schedules, lay them before the
Meeting, and forward them to the Secretaries of the
departments to which they respectively belong.

(4) Treasurer.

The Treasurer shall receive all money, and pay all
expenses connected with the working of the District.
His Accounts shall be audited yearly, and presented
to the District Meeting,

(5) Temperance League Secretary.

The Temperance League Secretary shall collect and
tabulate Temperance statistics, present them to the
District Meeting, and forward them to the Connex-
ional Temperance League Secretary, and shall perform
such other duties as may be calculated to help on
Temperance Work in the District.

(6) Temperance Treasurer.

The Temperance Treasurer, where one is appointed,
shall receive all money, and pay all expenses
connected with the District working of the Temper-
ance League.
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(5.) Curcuwit and District Schedules.

Circuit and District Numerical Schedules of Church
Members and Members of the Temperance League, Schedules
of Mission Fund, Chapels and Chapel Fund, Superannuation
and Beneficent Fund, Theological Institute, and any other
Institutions or Funds, the income of which appears in District
form in the Printed Minutes of the Annual Assembly, shall
be prepared by the Secretaries of the several Connexional
departments to which they relate, and forwarded by them as
follows :—

(1.) Circuit Schedules to be sent in duplicate to Superinten-
dent Ministers, who shall fill them up or cause them
to be filled up, sign them in conjunction with the
Circuit Steward or Circuit Secretary, and forward
them to the District Officers, as directed in Section 5,
Sub-sections (2), (3), and (4), within seven days after
the close of the Connexional year—viz.,, by 7th May.
One of the duplicate copiés of the Balance-Sheet of
the Mission Fund must be forwarded direct to the
General Missionary Secretary.

(2.) District Schedules to be sent in duplicate to the District
Officers, as directed in Section 5, Sub-sections (2), (3),
and (4), who shall fill them up from the Circuit
Schedules, submit them to the District Meetings, and
within seven days after the holding of these Meetings,
forward them to the Secretaries of the departments
to which they respectively belong, in proper form
for insertion in the Printed Minutes of the Annual
Assembly.
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TABULAR VIEW.

TeE numerical state of each Circuit, as taken at the March Quarterly Meeting, is reported to the May District Meeting, and from thence
forwarded to the Connexional Secretary for the Aunual Assembly. These || returns, classified and arranged under their respective heads, form what
is called the “Tabular View” of the Connexion, which is from year to | year published in the Printed Minutes.

The following Table shows the numerical state of the entire Connexion, as reported annually, from 1837 to 1898 :— =
Itinerant EE:I";E' FLOO‘M Leaders, ! )&::l::?:. On Trial. | Removals, d.r“:x:l;;. Deaths, Increase. | Decrease, | Chapels. ’ Pé%:lzi}g :;:::ﬂ'f i‘;‘g}:’r’; ‘ ::EE‘{{.
T !

T e AT b B S e .. 1 1 IR R H T e 2200
1838 67 946 1560 J 26,521 1337 o 2 2 5,246 232 431 276 37,869 5,479
1839 90 999 .| 1428 | 27,429 1222 632 3 3 254 908 244 426 305 43,105 | 6,052
1840 96 990 1480 27,384 1074 4 4 45 259 371 292 40,279 6,185
1841 99 1004 1404 26,591 801 994 b 5| 207 793 288 369 304 38,976 5,834
1842 99 1024 1418 26,372 958 1278 6 6 296 219 298 312 297 36,461 5,959
1843 101 1020 1355 26,216 867 1686 vSie 7 7 288 156 286 291 308 42,107 6,335
1844 90 <o | 1034 1215 | 20,665 [ 644 1329 . 8 8 312 5551 296 271 357 41,820 5,858
1845 93 1055 1377 21,176 | 507 1328 9 9 306 511 312 251 317 41,489 6,169
1846 95 1077 1364 20,561 702 1443 10 10 292 615 313 248 320 41,026 6,569
1847 97 1010 1365 20,105 1111 1456 11 11 385 456 316 215 328 41,550 6,391
1848 96 986 1357 | 20,775 | 1308 2421 e 12 12 358 670 et 322 209 330 42,032 6,162
1849 96 1015 J 1413 21,564 | 1429 3185 13 13 348 789 324 211 | 333 44,692 7,018
1850 97 1007 1376 22,178 | 939 2008 14 14 469 614 316 197 I 306 44,553 7,102
1851 98 Sear 1WR1038 1398 | 21,484 686 2997 15 15 325 694 333 200 | 340 | 44,882 7,419
1852 97 S R ) 61 1374 | 20,440 636 2436 16 | 16 395 o 1044 334 f 179 329 | 43,6564 6,900
1853 94 R i) O 7 1292 19,053 521 .| 2668 17 17 381 1387 835 | 164 319 43,950 7,094
1854 93 Do | 07 1489 18,373 488 | 1946 or o+ |18 18 309 680 321 ‘ 159 294 40,328 6,503
1855 90 1022 1236 18,699 613 1856 19 19 362 826 334 156 315 42,791 6,851
1856 96 1064 1277 19,501 1261 i 1686 20 | 20 302 8025 v 243 154 336 44,966 7,074
1857 110 1538 1866 89,986 2152 | 1895 21 21 291 20,4856 | ... 769 323 67,025 10,025
1858 139 1739 2735 ‘ 43,071 2697 2306 70 822 122 552 0800 = 705 408 710 90,473 13,129
1859 | 163 2522 2995 50,133 3799 2728 149 | 23 23 558 7,062 825 422 787 97,961 14,942
1860 186 2585 3177 | 54,276 4094 3365 24 24 746 AAB | s 902 425 860 105,951 15,962
1861 210 2745 3545 | 56,828 4667 5195 25 25 2,652 | 937 407 785 114,706 17,251
1862 | 211 o 281 3715 | 60,880 8229 4963 26 26 4,052 | 965 394 946 122,320 19,041
1863 | 224 11 | 2921 3832 | 63,674 5804 27 27 2794 s vl 1004 403 988 121,223 20,041
1864 | 254 18 | 3096 4029 : 64,331 5971 28 28 e 657 =S 1065 415 1045 135,553 20,754
1865 | 269 15 3161 4061 65,689 6132 6011 29 29 856 d:3SEE 1 1193 428 1087 146,178 21,404
1866 | 283 13 3281 4147 | 65,757 5409 6721 30 30 989 68 | 1140 403 1075 | 134,362 21,413
1867 | 288 11 3388 4420 67,488 6126 3715 2614 | 31 31 1128 1,731 | 1173, 898 1121 139,862 21,864
1868 296 ikl 3373 4368 68,241 7207 4163 3383 32 32 975 703U 1188 376 1167 146,910 23,180
1869 | 297 15 3445 4407 68,062 5479 4019 4056 | 33 33 | 1090 o g by 1228 333 | 1194 152,315 23,739
1870 | 303 16 3454 4400 68,167 6274 4799 8187 | 34 34 | 1100 TOB I 1249 309 1193 154,180 24,104
- 1871 315 19 3406 4370 67,639 5053 4257 3506 | 3b 35 | 1082 | Tt 508 1272 278 1203 157,725 24,051
1872 | 318 21 3418 4347 | 66,907 5062 4329 8222 | 36 I* 36 | 1118 eeng Ly B 1289 264 1222 158,005 [ 24,064

| |
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Proners. e:-ﬁ'e'; ol | Teaderms | (ERUSCh | OnTrial. | Removals. | i

1873 329 24 3374 4309 66,566 4861 3862 3150 37
1874 334 24 3361 4312 67,371 6195 3969 2936 38
1875 338 26 3428 4293 68,652 6193 3800 2819 39
1876 350 25 3435 4341 71,317 8937 3798 3208 40
1877 374 31 3501 4439 72,997 6984 4342 3490 41
1878 383 33 3459 4379 72,714 6727 4287 3526 42
1879 396 33 3461 4330 72,309 6350 4444 3349 43
1880 391 35 3391 4249 72,044 7433 4294 3395 44
1881 392 40 3403 4196 72,839 7824 4088 3432 45
1882 392 40 3385 4186 74,142 9905 4050 3405 46
1883 391 40 3417 4128 75,677 8575 4330 3952 47
1884 373 42 3330 4068 75,841 8628 4204 3998 48
1885 382 37 3312 4078 76,385 8268 3740 3616 49
1886 380 41 3268 4077 76,500 7549 3615 3646 50
1887 383 36 3313 4056 76,611 8324 3842 3165 51
1888 374 36 3346 4014 76,786 8473 3723 3400 52
1889 370 39 3356 3908 77,343 8116 4200 3109 53
1890 377 40 3341 3889 77,845 7616 4182 3047 54
1891 378 43 3333 3301 77,710 8134 3903 3012 b
1892 379 42 3291 3741 78,152 8653 3651 2831 56
1893 | 878 45 3337 3799 78,386 9604 3633 3077 | 57
1894 380 48 3350 3747 78,913 9136 3077 2884 58
1895 | 390 45 3391 3778 80,149 9304 3272 2787 | 59
*1896 376 41 3448 3718 | 80,120 9498 3089 2781 60
1897 388 40 3434 3694 81,444 9813 3244 2729 61
1898 397 41 3409 3690 82,307 9116 3405 2513 62

% The New Zealand District, nmmbering 982 church members,

V1E W — continued.

TABULAR VIEW.

Other \ Sunday-

Deaths. Increase, Decrease, chu?elu. P]r{uo;cl}lxli;':g Sz‘:‘l: ;(1,':3 ﬁ'ﬂ:&g 'l‘ﬁs;::;:«

37 1151 341 1303 277 1218 160,037 24,152
38 1070 805 1311 262 1230 165,528 24,617
39 1210 1,281 1309 249 1263 170,718 25,281
40 1151 2,665 °* 1316 232 1277 176,592 26,003
41 1183 1,680 1331 208 1305 183,364 26,205
42 1131 283 1351 199 1329 186,061 26,485
43 1288 405 1358 205 1352 189,440 26,873
44 1143 265 1356 199 1345 189,038 26,919
45 | 1151 795 1355 203 1354 190.957 27,154
46 1115 1,303 1354 209 1354 194,382 26,892
47 1228 1,435 1357 203 1352 195,681 26,851
48 1170 264 1350 184 1350 196,509 26,631
49 | 1257 544 1353 195 1353 196,706 26,934
50 1280 115 1358 222 1361 198,196 26,664
51 1227 111 13569 215 1357 200,706 26,612
52 | 1229 175 1371 207 1358 203,425 26,796
53 1144 557 1387 201 1366 203,883 26,707
54 1298 502 1387 221 1367 203,054 26,689
55 1335 135 1399 235 1374 203,333 26,514
56 | 1403 442 1399 225 1389 206,039 26,598
57 1176 234 1411 205 1389 206,132 26,178
58 1319 425 1409 216 1364 205,148 25,647
59 | 1218 1,236 1401 .| 246 1376 206,773 25,800
60 1185 29 1379 243 1350 203,712 25,296
61 1207 1,324 1386 244 1361 202,436 25,404
62 | 1215 863 1386 194 1361 201,467 25,051

became a part of the Methodist Church in New Zealand.



A FIFTH-YEAR TABLE OF DISTRICTS,

Showing the Rate of Numerical Increase or otherwise from 1868 to 1898,
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DISTRICT TABULAR VIEW FOR 1898,

Showing the Numerical Strength of the United Methodist Free Churches in different
parts of the World.
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* 904 Members transferred in 1883 from the Nottingham to the Birmingham District,
+ 55 Members transferred in 1894 from the Lincoln to the Leeds and Bradford District.

I 81 Members transferred in 1896 from the Rochdale to the Manchester District.
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1. Birmingham .| 14/ 2| 89| 2353 215 30/ 46/ ° 2 44| 7174
g. ]CSristol i 7 3 g? j?: g;i 5;41f 539| 127| 94 6 93 | 14687
. Cornwall . 5 21} 5364 624| 185 2
4, Leeds and Brad- 1 | i 5 12'5 el
ford > .| 49 2 482110775 1220, 430| 130, 7 | 130 27598
5. Lincoln .  .[18] 1 271| 4024 821) 180 112{ 9| 94! %999
6. Liverpool and | ‘
- N. Wales | 18‘ 2; 207 3711i 318| 187 79, 3 82| 11001
7. London .| 36 § | 155 6165 161| 72 79 1 80| 13580
8. Manchester .| 45] 7 ‘ 297| 7777 787| 259 1038] ... | 102| 22782
9. Newcastle-on- i [
Tyne . .| 86! 2} 830, 7580/ 686| 460| 144/ 17 | 150| 19871
10. Nor\chh q . 16! 2 125 2908 160| 69| 91 4 83| 7964
11. Nottingham . 19 41 227| 5088 422| 438! 106 5| 102 14914
1?. Rochdale . .| 28 3‘ 238| 5899 367| 122/ 67 2 69| 19845
13. Sheffield . - 18j... | 174| 4070 511 41} 62 2 64| 12654
ToraLs 5 |‘341; 38 { 3020 J3127 71155 6331[2600(1249| 62 i 1218 191484;24118
FOREIGN DISTRICTS.
|
1. China: Ningpo !
and Wenchow | 5 1778| 758/ 19, 7
2. East Africa: e e
Ribal i e o 483| 304/ ... 5 l
3. East Africa: ‘ N ) 3]
Tana A i B 21f 18| ... 2 4 89
g. }Vest;‘Africa. 13 égg 3866 1364 ... D R 14| 1537
. Jamaica . i 508| 258
6. Australia : Vie- | 4 i Sl
toria and Tas- ‘
mania . .| 22| 8 69} 2017| 65| ...
7. Australia : New | Bt oA o
S. Wales and
_Queensla.nd 3 [ 22‘ 484 18| ... 16, 3 15| 1658
ToraLs .1 66 3 563;11152[2785 335!‘ 137I 182 | *143 | *9983
Home Districts, 1898 1341/ 38 3127 71155;6331|2600|1249 62 [ 1218 |191484 2411
5 . . | 8
For'n Districts, 1898 56i 3 r 563 11152‘2785‘ 835| 137| 182 | 148 | 9983
Torars 1 1898 (397| 41 } 3409

'201467i250511‘

* These numbers include Day-Schools, Scholars, and Teachers.
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